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BARRINGTON  STAGE  LOOKS  FORWARD  TO 
10th  SEASON  IN  NEW  SHEFFIELD  HOME 


"Sheffield  is  a  wonderful  place  to  be 
able  to  work,"  says  Julianne  Boyd, 
founder  and  artistic  director  of 
Barrington  Stage  Company,  the  not- 
for-profit  theatre  company  that  is  the 
biggest  arts  organization  in  South 
County.  BSC  moved  its  offices  to 
Sheffield  in  2002,  buying  the  build- 
ing in  back  of  Wheeler  &  Taylor,  at 
18  Elm  Court,  just  off  Route  7. 

"We  love  being  in  Sheffield.  It's  a 
very  comfortable  place  to  do  our 
work.  We  can  go  across  the  street  to 
get  a  cup  of  coffee,"  Boyd  told  the 
Sheffield  Times  in  a  recent  interview. 

If  Sheffield  has  welcomed 
Barrington  Stage  Company,  BSC 
brings  much  to  Sheffield.  The 
critically  acclaimed  company,  known 
for  its  professionalism  and  intelligent 
and  original  programming,  was 
founded  in  1995.  During  the  summer, 
BSC  is  in  residence  at  the  Consolati 
Performing  Arts  Center  at  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  campus  off  Berkshire  School 
Road  in  Sheffield. 

Last  season,  30,000  people — 


residents  from  the  Berkshires, 
Connecticut's  Northwest  Corner 
and  New  York's  Hudson  Valley  and 
tourists  from  all  over — come  to  see 
BSC's  shows.  Each  season  BSC 
produces  three  shows  on  the 
MainStage  in  the  school's  audito- 
rium, which  holds  500  people.  New 
and  experimental  productions  are 
performed  on  a  second  stage,  Stage 
II,  set  up  in  the  school's  cafeteria 
and  seating  100. 

Last  summer's  program  featured 
"Funny  Girl"  on  the  main  stage  and 
two  world  premieres:  "Ears  on  a 
Beatle"  and  "The  Game."  After  its 
success  in  the  Berkshires,  "Ears  on  a 
Beatle"  is  being  taken  to  New  York, 
something  Boyd  sees  as  a  great  role 
for  the  company. 

"We  like  to  bring  rarely  per- 
formed classics  to  people,"  said 
Boyd.  "This  coming  season,  we'll  be 
doing  'Sweet  Charity'  on  the  main 
stage." 
New  Theater  Space. 

"There's  not  a  lot  of  theater 
space  in  the  area,"  Boyd  said.  "We 


have  to  be  very  inventive  in  finding 
theater  spaces."  The  school  campus, 
of  course,  is  available  only  in  the 
summer.  So  last  year,  the  company 
converted  some  of  its  Elm  Court 
building  to  be  a  90-seat  studio  space. 
"It's  one  of  the  few  year-round 
theaters  in  Berkshire  County,"  Boyd 
said  proudly.  "Santaland  Diaries," 
based  on  a  David  Sedaris  story,  just 
finished  a  run  there.  Next  up,  in 
February:  "The  25th  Annual  Putnam 
County  Spelling  Bee,"  a  new  musi- 
cal by  William  Finn.  If  the  show 
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THANK  YOU! 

To  everyone  who  contributed  this  year  and  during  our  spring  campaign  to  help  keep  the 

Sheffield  Times  going!  To  anyone  we  missed,  we'll  get  you  into  the  next  issue.   For  those 

who  still  want  to  give,  there  is  a  contribution  slip  on  the  last  page  of  each  issue  and  the  fall 

campaign  will  begin  soon. 


Karin  and  Allen  Altman 
Ann  B.  Barrett 
Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 
Diana  and  Norton 

Blumenthal 
Barb's  Baked  Goods 
Betty  D.  Batacchi 
Blanche  and  Bill  Bennett 
Elisabeth  Cary  and  Rick 

Bernstein 
Betty  Cane 

Ursula  and  Walter  Cliff 
Sally  C.  Cook 
Bob  and  Ann  Dean 
Susan  and  Philip  Detjens 
Kerry  and  Anne  Douglas 
Richard  and  Sheila  Drill 
Barbara  Friedman 
Frank  Garretson  and  Helen 

Bray-Garretson 
Arlene  Petroff  and  Ed 

Grossman 
Dennis  and  Sandy  Hankey 
Tema  Green  leaf  Harknik 
Art  and  Anne  Hyatt 
Holly  Kaye  and  Gene 

Golombek 
Leonard  Graziano  and 


William  Grief 
Edward  Knapp 
Drs.  Judith  and  Richard 

Lasky 
Marc  Lavietes  and  Rose 

Rosal 
John  and  Carolyn 

Longdyke 
Steve  and  Anita  Macchi 
Douge  Macdonald 
Mark  H.  Massini 
Pheobe  and  Richard  McBee 
Fran  Mercurio 
James  and  Catherine  Miller 
Elisabeth  O'Connor 
Painted  Porch  Antiques 
Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 
Seymour  Robins 
Peter  and  Ellen  Rowntree 
Beala  Stark  Schiffman 
Judy  and  Bill  Schnurr 
Mark  and  Helaine  Schupack 
Ann  and  Bob  Shanks 
Myron  and  Marcia 

Sheinberg 
Barbara  and  Jim  Shiminski 
Kenneth  Spencer 
John  and  Appy  Stookey 


Ronald  and  Judith  Timm 
Jean  Travis 
Jan  and  Denny  Tresp 
Joyce  Vandemark 
Merle  and  Karen  Varney 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  T. 

Weeks 
Randy,  Becky  and  Tyler 

Wei  n  stein 
David  and  Barbara  West 
Thomas  and  Joan  Wiehl 
Sharon  Wiles 
Joe  Wilkinson  and  Sons 
3  Anonymous  donors 

And  a  very  special  thank 
you  to  Lo-Yi  and  Mildred 
Chan  and  the  Pumpkin 
Foundation  for  a  very 
generous  gift  made  by  the 
Foundation  to  support  The 
Sheffield  Times.  The 
Chans  designated  the 
Times  as  the  beneficiary  of 
the  gift  because  the  paper 
"provides  a  vital  public 
service  in  knitting  together 
a  diverse  citizenry." 
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looks  like  a  good  candidate  for  developing  into  a  full 
production,  Boyd  said  BSC  might  put  it  in  the  summer 
schedule. 

Boyd  is  also  proud  of  all  that  her  company  does  to 
bring  stage  experience  to  area  youth.  In  February,  BSC  is 
slated  to  teach  an  English/drama  course  to  11th  and  12th 
grade  students  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  "In  the 
summer,  we  pay  kids  to  learn  the  craft,"  she  said.  The 
Youth  Theater  is  for  students  13  to  18  years  old,  and 
each  summer  produces  "a  vigorous  and  fun-filled" 
production  under  a  professional  director  and  choreogra- 
pher. For  the  coming  season,  the  teenagers  will  be 
performing  "The  Wizard  of  Oz"  for  four  weeks,  two  in 
Sheffield  and  two  in  Pittsfield. 

BSC  also  runs  a  year-round  drama  program  called 
"KidsAct!"  at  its  Elm  Court  offices  for  kids  8  and  up. 
Students  learn  all  aspects  of  the  theater,  from  improvis- 
ing to  vocal  training.  BSC  offers  internships  to  that 
program  and  to  its  playwright-mentoring  programs  for 
youth  at  risk,  which  in  two  locations,  Sheffield  and 
Pittsfield.    In  these  programs  which  students  work  with 
a  theater  professional  to  create  a  play  out  of  their  own 
stories.  Boyd  says  that  as  much  as  possible,  BSC  tries  to 
use  artists  that  live  in  the  area  to  help  in  these  endeav- 
ors and  create  a  sense  of  "a  community  collective" 
around  Sheffield. 

The  Elm  Court  offices  house  BSC's  box  office,  its  set 
shop,  costume  shop,  and  prop  shop,  with  six  to  eight 
staff  working  year-round.  That  swells  to  40  staff  and  40 
to  50  actors  and  artists  at  the  height  of  the  season, 
making  BSC  one  of  the  largest  employers  in  the  town. 
The  company  rents  10  to  12  houses  and  apartments  for 
the  summer  staff,  starting  their  search  in  January.  Some- 
times a  show's  actors  have  to  start  rehearsing  a  show  in 
New  York  and  move  up  to  Sheffield  only  when  there's 
room  for  them  to  stay. 

Of  BSC;s  year-round  staff,  five  live  in  South  County, 
with  its  general  manager  living  in  Sheffield.  Of  BSC's 
22-member  Board  of  Trustees,  eight  are  year-round 
Berkshire  County  residents,  three  from  Sheffield.  Six 
more  have  second  homes  in  Sheffield.  BSC  uses  the 
services  of  many  local  businesses,  including  building 
maintenance,  office  equipment  and  computer  systems 
maintenance,  connstruction  materials,  concession 
supplies,  catering  needs,  advertising,  and  accounting  and 
printing  systems.  In  addition,  BSC  uses  a  number  of 
local  inns  and  restaurants  for  its  after-theatre  parties  and 
special  events. 

"Sheffield's  been  very  welcoming,"  Boyd  said.  "We 
think  we're  bringing  business  in,  and  we  like  to  partner 
with  local  businesses  such  as  the  antique  shops  and 
restaurants  like  Limey's."  She  added,  "We'd  love  to  have 
another  restaurant  in  Sheffield  in  the  middle  of  town 
which  we  could  walk  to  from  our  offices  ." 

— Andrea  Scott 


CHILDREN'S  COOKING  CLASSES 
BEGIN  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

Cooking  classes  for  children  ages  9  and  up  will  start  on 
Thurs.,  Jan.  15,  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  Audrey 
Sussman,  who  resides  in  South  Egremont  and  sells  her 
goods  at  the  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington  farmers' 
markets  as  well  as  Guido's  in  Great  Barrington,  will  be 
giving  the  class  with  the  assistance  of  Chris  Kelley.  Each 
session  will  take  place  over  a  four-week  period  from  4  to 
6:30pm.  Participants  will  cook  and  eat  their  own  dinner. 
The  cost  including  all  materials  is  $75.  Classes  are 
limited  in  size;  more  sessions  will  be  scheduled  if  enough 
people  are  interested.  Details  on  the  course  will  be 
distributed  through  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District.  For  more  information  call  Audrey 
Sussman  at  528-0324. 

FOOD  PROGRAM 

Happy  New  Year  from  the  Sheffield  Food  Assistance 
Program!  Don't  forget  your  neighbors  in  need.  Every 
Monday  morning  volunteers  from  our  community  gather 
at  Old  Parish  Church  to  distribute  food  to  individuals 
and  families  who,  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  just  can't  "do 
it  all."  Food  is  donated  from  area  churches  and  busi- 
nesses (Big  Y,  Price  Chopper,  etc.)  and  bought  from 
donated  funds. 

If  you,  or  someone  you  know,  is  in  need  of  food 
assistance,  call  the  church  office  (229-8173)  or  stop  in 
on  Mondays  from  9:30-10:30. 

And  don't  forget,  there  is  a  drop -off  barrel  for  non- 
perishable  food  items  inside  the  Sheffield  Branch  of 
Berkshire  Bank,  so  you  can  make  a  contribution  any 
time  the  bank  is  open.  Thank  you  from  us  all. 


FUNDING  FOR  FARMS  ANNOUNCED 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Agricultural  Re- 
sources has  announced  that  cost-share  funding  is  now 
available  through  its  Agricultural  Environmental 
Enhancement.  The  program  is  desinged  to  assist  in  the 
implementation  of  best  agricultural  practices  that 
improve  water  quality  and  conserve  water  resources. 
The  program  reimburses  farmers  for  the  cost  of  materi- 
als for  water  quality  and  conservation  projects. 

Applications  are  available  from  the  USDA  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Service  Office  in  the  Federal 
Building  in  Pittsfield.  They  must  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  Jan.  16,  sent  to  Susan  Phinney,  Mass  Agricultural 
Resources,  251  Causeway  St.,  #500,  Boston,  MA  02114. 

For  more  information,  call  USDA  Natural  Resources 
Conversation  Service  at  413-443-1776,  ext.  3. 
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N  E  W  S 


ART  KAUFMAN,  THE  MUFFIN  MAN 


Do  you  know  the  muffin  man, 

The  muffin  man,  the  muffin  man? 

Do  you  know  the  muffin  man 

Who  lives  on  Squire  Lane? 
When  Art  Kaufman,  pastor  of  Old 
Parish  Church,  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Sheffield,  comes  to  visit, 
he  always  brings  his  delicious  home- 
made muffins.  He  brings  them  on 
welcoming  calls  to  new  parishioners, 
on  sick  calls,  on  social  visits  and 
even  to  meetings. 

Art  is  a  man  of  many  talents.  Not 
only  does  he  make  wonderful  muf- 
fins, he  is  talented  in  home  repair. 
Marilyn  and  John  Wightman  can 
attest  to  that.  When  they  first 
moved  to  Sheffield,  Art  appeared  on 
their  doorstep  with  his  signature 
muffins  in  one  hand  and  his  toolbox 
in  the  other.  He  had  heard  the 
clothes  dryer  in  their  new  home 
needed  venting  and  he  had  come  to 
fix  it!  As  generous  with  his  time  and 
his  many  talents  as  he  is  with  his 
muffins,  Art  is  well  known  and  well 
loved  in  Sheffield. 

"He  walks  his  talk,"  says  Julie 
Hannum,  moderator  at  Old  Parish. 
"What  he  preaches  from  the  pulpit 
he  practices  in  his  life  with  compas- 
sion, integrity  and  commitment." 

Art  and  his  wife  Sue  made 
Sheffield  their  home  1 1  years  ago, 
and  they  have  been  active  and 
visionary  community  participants 
ever  since.  Art's  diverse  life  experi- 
ences help  explain  his  wide  range  of 
interests,  his  ongoing  caring  and 
concern  for  people  of  different 
backgrounds  and  his  commitment  to 
inclusiveness. 
Farms  and  factories... 

Art  was  born  in  Queens  in  1938, 
and  he  grew  up  on  Long  Island,  one 
of  three  sons  of  a  Jewish  father  and 
an  Episcopalian  mother.  While  in 
high  school  he  worked  as  a  veteri- 
narian's assistant  and  he  spent  two 
summer  vacations  working  on  farms. 
His  high  school  senior  paper  was  on 
modern  dairy  farming.  Following 
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graduation,  he  entered  Long  Island 
Agricultural  and  Technical  Institute 
but  he  left  after  one  semester  to  join 
the  Air  Force  and  trained  there  as  a 
radio  technician. 

In  1957,  Art's  father  was  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident.  While 
home  on  leave  for  the  funeral  he 
married  his  first  wife.  He  spent  four 
years  in  the  Air  Force  and  then 
bought  a  dairy  farm  in  western  New 
York  with  the  farmer  with  whom  he 
had  worked  in  high  school. 

During  his  short  farming  career, 
he  and  his  family  (then  with  two 
children)  became  involved  in  a 
small  rural  Methodist  Church.  A 
retired  minister  heard  Art  leading  a 
young  adult  group  and  told  him  he 
was  "destined  for  the  ministry." 
Since  religion  had  always  been  an 
important  part  of  his  life,  he  decided 
he  would  study  for  the  ministry  as  a 
way  of  combining  his  church  activi- 
ty and  his  desire  to  serve  people.  He 
returned  to  Long  Island  to  work  as  a 
production  supervisor  for  an  elec- 
tronics company  to  support  his 
family  while  he  obtained  a  local 
preachers  license.  He  then  served  as 
a  part-time,  non-ordained  pastor  in 
two  small  Hudson  River  churches 
while  he  completed  his  undergradu- 
ate work  at  SUNY  New  Paltz,  major- 
ing in  psychology  and  sociology. 
...to  theology 

Art  studied  theology  at  the  New 
York  Theological  Seminary  in 
Manhattan  and  the  Methodist  Drew 
Theological  Seminary  in  Madison, 
NJ.  There  he  received  an  award  for 
excellence  in  Practical  Theology, 
which  focuses  on  church  involve- 
ment in  the  community. 

In  1972,  following  his  graduation 
and  his  ordination,  Art  was  assigned 
as  a  full-time  minister  in  Bloomville, 
NY,  and  a  part-time  associate 
minister  in  Hobart,  NY.  During  this 
time,  working  with  young  people 
became  an  increasingly  important 
part  of  his  ministry.  After  six  years 


Rev.  Art  Kaufman  goes  beyond  the  halls  of 
his  church  to  care  for  the  whole  community. 

he  and  his  family  were  moved  first  to 
a  larger  church  in  Cornwall,  NY, 
and  then  to  a  church  in  Stamford, 
CT,  where  he  was  the  Associate 
Minister  for  Youth.  Two  years  later, 
during  a  difficult  time  in  which  he 
and  his  first  wife  decided  on  divorce, 
Art  requested  a  leave  of  absence 
from  the  ministry.  From  1981  to 
1983  he  worked  in  Schenectedy  as  a 
senior  counselor  in  a  residential  drug 
center  for  adolescents. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  he 
married  Sue  who  was  then  working 
as  a  charge  nurse  at  the  Albany 
County  Nursing  Home.  (Between 
them,  they  now  have  six  children 
from  their  first  marriages  and  five 
grandchildren.)  Thinking  it  would 
be  fun  to  work  together,  they  accept- 
ed jobs  as  Family  Teachers  at  the 
Kolburne  School  for  Emotionally 
Disturbed  and  Disabled  Adolescents. 
Together  with  Sue's  two  sons,  they 
lived  and  worked  with  eight  adoles- 
cent boys  in  a  group  home  on  Rt.  7, 
just  south  of  Limey's. 
Sheffield  becomes  home 

That  was  their  introduction  to 
Sheffield.  While  there,  they  brought 
the  boys  to  services  at  Old  Parish, 
where  Art  became  known  to  the 
congregation  and  was  asked  to  serve 
as  interim  minister  for  six  months  in 
1984-85.  In  1985  Art  returned  to 
Connecticut  to  serve  as  minister  at  a 
Methodist  church  in  Greenwich  for 
over  seven  years.  When  the  Old 
Parish  congregation  was  searching 
for  a  new  pastor  in  1991,  they 
contacted  Art  and  asked  him  to 
accept  the  position.  Because  Art  and 
Sue  loved  the  area  for  the  climate, 
the  cultural  opportunities,  the 


outdoor  recreational  opportunities 
and,  most  important,  the  sense  of 
community  they  found  here,  they 
decided  to  return. 

The  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  similar  theological  beliefs,  and 
they  recognize  each  other's  ordina- 
tions. Art  could  have  kept  a  dual 
affiliation,  but  he  decided  to  apply 
for  full  standing  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ.  He  was  ordained 
as  a  UCC  minister  in  1991. 

Perhaps  because  of  his  exposure 
to  people  of  different  faiths  and 
different  backgrounds,  Art  has 
consistently  encouraged  openness 
and  inclusiveness  during  his  ministry 
here.  Believing  that  community 
involvement  is  an  important  part  of 
church  ministry,  Art  has  been 
actively  involved  in  a  number  of 
Berkshire  organizations.  For  many 
years,  he  served  on  the  board  of 
Hospice  and  also  did  individual  and 
group  bereavement  work  through 
them.  For  many  years,  he  was  a 
member  and  then  president  of  the 
board  of  Construct,  Inc.,  a  South 
County  organization  dedicated  to 
affordable  housing.  For  two  years  he 
was  moderator  for  the  Religious 
Roundtable,  a  local  radio  show. 
Currently,  he  is  on  the  Ethics  and 
Patient  Care  Committees  at  Fair- 
view  Hospital,  and  he  is  part  of  the 
Critical  Incident  Stress  Manage- 
ment Program  which  helps  emergen- 
cy responders  deal  with  the  traumat- 
ic events  they  experience.  He  also 
serves  on  a  UCC  response  team  to 
investigate  situations  of  clergy 
misconduct. 

Art's  continuing  interest  in 
working  with  youth  is  reflected  in 
his  ongoing  involvement  with  the 
Railroad  Street  Youth  Project,  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Youth  Coalition 
and  the  Undermountain  Elementary 
and  Mount  Everett  Schools,  where 
he  not  only  sits  on  the  health 
committee  and  is  available  for  crisis 
counseling  but  also  occasionally 
serves  as  a  substitute  teacher  in  the 
high  school.  According  to  Judy 
Lichtenfeld,  guidance  and  school 
adjustment  counselor,  "He  is  ex- 
traordinarily generous  with  his  time 


and  himself,  openly  sharing  his 
experiences  so  we  can  all  benefit 
from  his  expertise."  Susan  Happ, 
school  adjustment  counselor,  at 
Undermountain  School,  concurs. 
"He  has  reached  out  to  the  commu- 
nity in  many  ways  to  help  provide  a 
better  quality  of  life  for  us  all." 

Sue,  who  is  pleased  to  be  a  part  of 
his  ministry  in  the  church  and  the 
community  says,  "It  is  good  to  share 
your  life  with  a  person  you  respect 
and  admire  and  to  know  that  others 
do  also." 

Art's  most  difficult  and  painful 
experience  here  in  Sheffield  oc- 
curred during  2001-2002,  when  he 
courageously  and  publicly  supported 
a  number  of  Berkshire  School  staff, 
faculty  and  students  who  alleged 
that  they  had  been  sexually  and 
verbally  harassed  by  then  head  of 
school,  Paul  Christopher.  At  the 
time  Art  was  chaplain  at  the  school, 
where  he  also  taught  world  religions 
and  an  ethics  course.  After  an 
investigation,  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimination 
issued  a  probable  cause  report  that 
validated  his  position  and  resulted  in 
Christopher's  resignation  and  a 
settlement  in  several  of  the  cases. 

Art  feels  many  have  still  not  had 
final  closure  on  that  experience.  He 
says,  "I  am  disappointed  that  the 
Trustees  have  never  publicly  apolo- 
gized to  those  who  were  harassed 
and  abused.  This  suggests  that  those 
individuals  are  still  seen  by  some  as 
the  culprits  and  Dr.  Christopher  and 
the  school  as  the  victims."  Still,  he's 
pleased  the  school  has  taken  positive 
steps  to  train  faculty,  staff  and 
students  in  sexual  harassment  issues. 

When  asked  what  he  feels  is  his 
most  important  accomplishment 
during  his  time  in  Sheffield,  Art 
talks  about  his  efforts  to  increase  the 
openness  of  Old  Parish  Church. 
Under  his  leadership,  a  new  category 
of  Affiliate  Member  has  been 
created  to  include  people  of  different 
religious  traditions  and  more  varied 
beliefs.  It  is  his  passion  to  broaden 
the  idea  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
church,  emphasizing  inclusiveness, 
creativity  and  community. 

He  has  also  actively  supported 


more  outreach  to  the  Sheffield 
community.  Old  Parish  is  often  used 
for  meetings  and  programs  of  local 
organizations  such  as  the  Barrington 
Stage  Company,  the  Historical 
Society  and  the  Sheffield  Associa- 
tion. The  summer  and  fall  Farmers' 
Market  is  held  on  church  property. 
The  church  hosts  the  service  follow- 
ing the  community  Christmas-tree 
lighting,  which  includes  all  area 
churches  and  the  Mt.  Everett  School 
Band  and  the  Sheffield  Food  Pro- 
gram operates  out  of  the  church. 

Art  will  be  taking  a  three-month 
sabbatical  (his  first  ever)  in  2004. 
He  is  considering  working  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity  somewhere  in 
the  world  or  with  Jubilee  Partners  in 
Georgia,  a  community  that  helps 
refugee  families  from  countries  in 
political  turmoil.  When  I  asked  if  he 
might  start  a  similar  program  here  in 
the  Berkshires,  he  smiled  and  said 
"It's  possible."  After  his  sabbatical  he 
will  return  to  Old  Parish  Church, 
but  he  is  beginning  to  think  about 
retirement.  Even  after  he  gives  up 
his  pastoral  duties,  he  and  Sue  hope 
to  find  a  way  to  remain  in  this 
community  they  have  come  to  love. 
And  there  are  many  here  in  Shef- 
field who  do  not  want  to  lose  the 
extraordinary  muffin  man  who  lives 
on  Squire  Lane. 

— Ellen  Rowntree 
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LIBRARY  FETES  LOCAL  AUTHORS 

Writers  and  book  illustrators  from  all  over  Berkshire, 
Litchfield  and  Columbia  counties — some  relatively 
unknown,  others  with  national  reputations — descended 
on  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  in  Sheffield  to  participate 
in  the  first  annual  Sheffield  Authors'  Day  on  Nov.  8. 

The  event  was  the  brainchild  of  Library  Director 
Nancy  Hahn,  who  is  constantly  looking  for  new  ways  to 
get  people  to  visit  and  make  use  of  the  library.  Under 
her  leadership  the  library  has  become  known  through- 
out South  County  and  beyond  for  its  book  readings, 
children's  programs  and  other  activities  promoting 
books  and  those  who  write  or  illustrate  them. 

Last  summer,  almost  100  small  boys  and  girls  dressed 
as  princes  and  princesses  attended  an  event  built  around 
Todd  Mack's  book  Princess  Penelope. 

In  the  fall,  Simon  Winchester  read  excerpts  from  his 
recently  published  The  Meaning  of  Everything:  The  Story 
of  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary  to  an  audience  of  92 
people,  and  Sheffield  resident  Loet  Velmans  discussed 
his  new  book  recounting  his  years  as  a  POW  of  the 
Japanese  (A  Long  Way  Back  to  the  River  Kwai)  before  an 
audience  of  124- 

Authors'  Day  provided  an  opportunity  for  authors 
and  illustrators  to  meet  and  discuss  their  work  and  the 
authoring  trade  in  general  with  each  other  and  with 
their  local  readers.  They  also  sold  their  books. 

Authors  were  seated  in  groups  of  two  or  three  at 
tables  piled  high  with  their  books.  Some  tables  were 
devoted  to  a  type — mysteries,  local  histories  and 
children's  books.  The  public  was  free  to  wander  about, 
leaf  through  books,  sample  the  refreshments  and  ask  the 
authors  questions — "what  do  you  write  about?,"  how  did 
you  get  started?"  and  "what  are  you  working  on  now?." 
They  also  bought  books  and  had  them  autographed.  It 
was  a  crowded,  noisy  and  cheerful  occasion — "tingling 
with  excitement"  in  Nancy's  words. 

The  event  was  organized  by  Nancy  and  library 
trustee  Susan  Young,  who  issued  invitations  to  the 
writers  by  letter,  e-mail  and  telephone.  They  were 
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Sue  MacVeevy  and 
Ann  Douglas ,  author 
and  illustrator  of 
children's  hook 
"Helper  Cow,"  were 
two  of  the  42  local 
writers  and 
illustrators  at  the 
Library's  Author's 
Day. 


assisted  by  members  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  and 
other  volunteers,  who  baked  cookies,  served  refresh- 
ments and  video  taped  the  proceedings. 

The  occasion  closed  with  a  lunch  for  the  authors 
prepared  by  Pam  Bloodworth  and  Barbara  Burns  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library.  It  went  on  long  past  its  scheduled 
ending  time,  because  the  writers  wouldn't  stop  talking 
to  each  other. 

Forty-two  authors,  including  14  from  Sheffield, 
participated,  as  did  about  250  members  of  the  reading 
public.  Literally  hundreds  of  books  were  sold — one 
author/illustrator  sold  82!  Writers  who  had  not  pub- 
lished for  years  (some  for  decades)  said  they  had  been 
inspired  to  try  again.  Several  aspiring  authors  who  have 
long  wanted  to  publish  their  poetry  or  write  their 
memoirs,  a  history  or  a  mystery  marched  out  of  the 
library  determined  to  sit  down  and  get  started  immedi- 
ately. Many  people  who  had  intended  to  spend  only  a 
few  minutes  in  the  library  ended  staying  until  the  end. 
Most  important,  everyone  learned  a  lot  and  had  a 
good  time. 

Nancy  hopes  that  Authors'  Day  will  be  an  annual 
affair.  Virtually  all  the  authors  who  participated  are 
eager  to  return  and  there  are  many  more  who  were 
unable  to  attend  last  November  and  have  indicated  that 
they  want  to  be  part  of  this  year's  event  (Nancy  esti- 
mates that  there  are  over  90  published  authors  living 
full  or  part  time  in  south  county  and  surrounding  areas). 
Also,  she  has  plans  for  organizing  a  program  that  will 
bring  a  number  of  publishers  to  Sheffield  to  discuss  the 
nature  of  their  business,  what  sort  of  manuscripts  they 
are  looking  for  and  what  steps  authors  can  take  to 
improve  their  chances  of  getting  published. 

— Peter  Rowntree 
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1ST  ANNUAL  LIBRARY  AUTHORS'  DAY 
PARTICIPANTS 

Among  the  well-known  authors  and  illustrators 
who  participated  were  news  correspondent  John 
Hockenberry,  who  writes  memoirs  and  thrillers, 
most  recently,  "Moving  Violations";  Hans  Fantel, 
who  writes  on  music  and  audio  equipment; 
national  award-winning  illustrator  Michael 
McCurdy;  music  critic  Andrew  Pincus  and  chil- 
dren's authors  Erik  Bruun  and  Todd  Mack.  Shef- 
field residents  participating  included: 

•  Pauline  Clarke,  a  Sheffield  native  and  long- 
time columnist  for  the  Berkshire  Record,  is  also 
pursuing  an  advanced  degree  in  writing. 

•  Anne  Douglas,  an  artist  who  illustrated  the 
children's  book  "Helper  Cow." 

•  Janet  Elsbach,  author  of  "Gus  and  the 
Green  Thing,"  former  monthly  parenting  colum- 
nist for  the  Family  Beat,  and  president  of 
Community  Access  to  the  Arts. 

•  Jo  Grossman,  Sheffield  resident  emeritus 
and  author  of  the  mystery  cookbook  "Taste  of 
Murder,"  who  owned  Sheffield's  now-defunct 
Mystery  Cafe  (she  now  lives  in  Housatonic). 

•  Sheryl  Lechner,  reporter  for  The  Berkshire 
Eagle,  and  her  husband,  Frank  Lowenstein, 
Director  of  The  Nature  Conservancy's  Forest 
Initiative,  who  wrote  "Bugs, "  an  illustrated  book 
on  insects. 

•  James  Miller,  author  of  "Early  Life  in 
Sheffield:  A  Portrait  of  its  Ordinary  People  from 
Settlement  to  1860." 

•  Sue  MacVeety,  who  wrote  the  children's 
book  "Helper  Cow." 

•  Judith  Papachristou,  an  authority  on 
women's  history. 

•  Hilary  Russell,  recognized  poet,  text-book 
author  and  long-time  English,  writing,  and 
Mountain  Program  teacher  at  Berkshire  School. 

•  Ann  Shanks,  an  award-winning  photogra- 
pher and  filmmaker  whose  work  is  currently 
featured  in  a  New  York  Historical  Society  exhibit 
"Behind  the  Lens. " 

•  Bob  Shanks,  novelist  and  Emmy  Award - 
winning  director  and  producer  of  shows  such  as 
the  Tonight  Show  and  Candid  Camera. 

•  Edith  Velmans,  author  of  "Edith's  Story,"  a 
memoir  of  her  experiences  during  World  War  II  . 

•  Ellen  Weiss,  an  editor  and  writer  of  books 
for  adults  and  children,  and  her  husband,  Mel 
Friedman,  an  author  and  journalist,  who  often 
collaborate  on  projects,  including  a  recent 
biography  of  Jimmy  Carter  for  young  adults. 
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People  interested  in  writing,  layout 

and  editing  for  the  Sheffield  Times. 

Contact  information  on  p.  21 . 


If  you  look  closely  at  the  confections  created  by  the  culinary  arts 
students  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School,  behind  the  cookies 
and  brownies  is  a  gingerbread  replica  of  the  center  of  Sheffield 
festively  decorated  for  the  holiday  season.  Candles  take  the  place 
of  lamp-posts  and  pretzels  work  admirably  as  windows.  The 
careful  white  frosting  labels  identify  each  building:  'Dewey' , 
'Postal',  'Bank',  'Silk's',  'Pizza',  'Market',  'Olde  Parish' , 
'Historical  Society'  and  'Gulottas' ,  from  left  to  right.  The  display 
and  accompanying  lunch  was  the  student's  final  exam. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  CELEBRATE 
SHEFFIELD  SENIORS 

Mt.  Everett  High  School  gave  a  gala  luncheon  for  100 
seniors  of  Sheffield  on  Dec.  19,  followed  by  a  concert 
featuring  the  high  school's  band,  orchestra  and  chorus. 

The  luncheon,  which  included  ham  and  turkey  and 
fancy  cookies,  was  made  and  served  by  students  in  the 
high  school's  culinary  program.  The  luncheon  was  the 
final  exam  for  students  in  the  program. 

Tables  were  set  with  white  linens  and  candles. 
Decorating  the  salad  table  were  several  Christmas 
trees — made  of  lettuce,  cucumbers,  tomatoes  and  celery. 
On  the  dessert  table  was  a  gingerbread  version  of 
Sheffield's  Main  St.,  with  gold  coins  spilling  out  of  the 
gingerbread  bank,  a  marzipan  car  filling  up  at  a  ginger- 
bread Gulotta's  and  another  marzipan  car  colliding  with 
a  chocolate  lamppost. 

The  concert  opened  with  the  band  playing  "Take  the 
A  Train,"  and  the  orchestra  played  a  contemporary  piece 
written  in  honor  of  9/1 1.  Poth  band  and  orchestra  were 
under  the  direction  of  Eric  Blackburn.  The  chorus, 
directed  by  Nancy  Loder,  png  a  medley  of  Christmas 
music.  As  part  of  the  festivities,  a  traditional  gingerbread 
house  was  auctioned  off,  to  be  delivered  to  the  winning 
senior's  house. 

The  seniors  were  overwhelmed  with  the  excellence 
of  the  food  and  the  music.  Many  said  they  hoped  that 
such  a  wonderful  affair  might  become  an  annual  tradi- 
tion. All  agreed,  as  they  were  handed  their  coats  by 
student  ushers  in  jackets  and  ties,  that  the  culinary 
students  had  surely  passed  their  exam. 

— Rae  A.  Eastman 
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INTERIM  HEAD  FOR   BERKSHIRE 

The  day  after  Christmas,  Hawley  Rogers,  a  1956  gradu- 
ate of  Berkshire  School,  put  his  golf  clubs  in  the  closet, 
locked  up  his  Palm  Coast,  FL,  home,  kissed  his  grand- 
children goodbye  and  headed  north  to  become  interim 
head  of  school  at  his  alma  mater.  Rogers,  who  has  over 
37  years  experience  as  an  administrator  and  teacher  at 
boarding  schools,  succeeds  the  late  Larry  Piatelli,  who 
died  suddenly  of  heart  failure  on  October  19  after  only 
14  weeks  on  the  job. 

At  an  all-school  meeting  after  his  appointment  in 
mid-December,  Rogers  told  the  students  and  faculty  that 
since  he  retired  after  2 1  years  as  headmaster  of  a  private 
girls'  school  in  Maryland,  he  had  been  approached 
several  times  to  consider  interim  head  positions. 

"Each  time  I  rejected  the  idea  immediately,"  said 
Rogers,  65.  "But  this  was  Berkshire  calling,  my  school, 
to  which  I  have  such  a  great  sense  of  indebtedness  for 
my  years  as  a  student." 

Meanwhile,  the  school  hopes  to  identify  and  name  a 
permanent  head  of  school  by  March  1 ,  according  to 
trustees  president  Hans  Carstensen.  The  12 -member 
search  committee  includes  Sheffield  residents  Tim 
Fulco,  who  is  director  of  the  school's  physical  plant,  and 
English  department  chair  Hilary  Russell,  plus  three 
other  faculty  members  who  live  on  campus. 
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The  new  interim 
Headmaster  at 
Berkshire  School, 
Hawley  Rogers  and 
his  wife,  Wendy, 
with  one  of  their 
two  Yorkshire 
terriers . 


Rogers,  whose  brother,  Randy,  graduated  from 
Berkshire  in  1950,  entered  the  school  in  1951  as  one  of 
three  eighth-graders.  While  a  student  at  Berkshire,  he 
was  a  prefect,  class  president,  captain  of  the  tennis  team, 
president  of  the  Glee  Club,  editor  of  the  school's  literary 
magazine,  and  a  member  of  the  Cum  Laude  Society. 

Rogers  earned  a  BA  in  English  from  Yale  University, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  the  Wiffenpoofs,  and  an 
MLA  from  Johns  Hopkins.  After  seven  years  as  an 
English  teacher  and  then  chair  of  that  department  at 
Eaglebrook  School,  Mr.  Rogers  arrived  at  Oldfields 
School  in  1969,  where  he  became  English  Department 
chair,  assistant  head  of  school  and  director  of  studies.  In 
1976,  he  was  appointed  headmaster  and  continued  to 
teach  honors  English  until  retiring  in  1997. 

Rogers  and  his  wife,  Wendy,  who  was  chair  of  the  arts 
department  at  Oldfields,  are  living  off-campus  in  South 
Egremont.  The  couple  has  three  children  and  five 
grandchildren. 
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Churches  &  Services 


ASHLEY  FALLS 

Grace  Bible  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560; 

parsonage 

(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am 

Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult); 

10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery 

care  provided;    Rev.  Edward  M. 

Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United 

Methodist) 

1 1 56  Ashley  Falls  Road  (41 3)  229- 

2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 

Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 
Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom 

(reconstructionist) 
North  Street  (413)  528-4197 
Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am. 
Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on 
the  answering  machine,  including 
special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 
Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service; 
Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  & 
Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah 
Zecher,  As't  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street  (413) 
528-1330.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday 
Worship.  Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of 
South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist 

Church,  198  Main  Street 

(413)528-4850;  home  (413)  528- 

3106. 

Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 
1 80  Main  Street  (41 3)  229-881 1 
Sunday:  8am  St  10am  Holy 
Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  St 
childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 
Eucharist  St  Healing.  Rev.  Anne 
Ryder  (as  of  Feb  1). 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's 
Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229- 

8649. 

The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)229- 
0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday 
School;  10:45am  Worship  Service; 
6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm 
Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V. 
Morris. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of 

Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Art 

Kaufman,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 
Maple  Avenue  (413)229-3028; 
Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass;  Sunday: 
Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill 
River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non- 
denominational) 
1970  N.  Main  Street, 
www.sheffieldchapel.org ,  (41 3) 
528-0233  Sunday:  8am  &  10:45am 
Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday 
school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm 
Prayer  Meeting;  Wednesday:  7-9pm 
Separation  and  Divorce  Care 
Seminar/Support  group.  Pastor 
Chet  Howes 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  £& 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 

79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


ATM 


CEMETERY  ROADS 

Please  note  that  the  roads  in  the 
Center  Cemetery  on  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  won't  be  plowed  this 
winter.  Those  wishing  to  walk  in 
the  cemetery  are  welcome  to  do  so. 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Thanks  from  the  Samaritan  Fund. 

The  offering  taken  at  the  Commu- 
nity Tree  Lighting  Celebration  in 
December  went  to  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan Fund.  Thanks  to  the  gener- 
osity of  those  in  attendance,  $323 
was  raised.  The  Fund  was  estab- 
lished by  area  churches  in  the  1980s 
to  provide  immediate  assistance  to 
anyone  in  our  area  who,  for  what- 
ever reasons,  can't  go  it  alone  and 
has  helped  individuals  and  families 
with  rent  payments,  temporary 
shelter,  transportation,  car  repairs 
and  more.  Anyone  can  apply  to  the 
fund  through  an  area  church  or  by 
calling  Old  Parish  Church  at  229- 
8173.  You  can  make  a  donation  the 
same  way.  (Make  checks  out  to 
"Good  Samaritan  Fund"  and  send  to 
the  Rev.  Art  Kaufman,  P.O.  Box 
387,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.) 

CHRIST  CHURCH 
New  priest-in-charge.  Starting  Feb. 
1 ,  the  Reverend  Anne  Ryder  will  be 
the  new  priest-in-charge  of  the 
parish.  Rev.  Ryder  comes  to 
Sheffield  from  St.  Patrick's  in  Pagosa 
Springs,  CO,  and  before  that,  All 
Saints  in  Carmel,  CA. 

OLD  PARISH 

New  church  school  program.  Old 
Parish  Church,  United  Church  of 
Christ,  is  now  using  Godly  Play,  a 
church  school  program  based  on  the 
Montessori  Model  of  learning,  in  its 
pre-school  and  elementary  classes. 
Under  the  guidance  of  Phoebe 
Williams,  the  program  uses  biblical 
stories,  open-ended  questions  and 
experiential  activities,  and  children 
learn  about  their  faith  by  becoming 
a  part  of  these  stories.  It  is  an 
exciting  and  creative  way  of  learn- 
ing. We  invite  you  to  join  us  if  you 
are  looking  for  a  faith  community! 
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community 


OVER  THESE  DEAD  BODIES 

There  are  in  Sheffield,  14  established  cemeteries  in 
addition  to  isolated  burial  sites  that  contain  one  or  a 
very  few  interments.  Most  are  now  inactive  with  no 
records  extant  except  for  the  stones  that  give  unspoken 
evidence  to  the  town's  past.  Among  the  oldest  and 
larger  sites  are  The  Plain  and  Barnard  burial  grounds, 
both  on  Route  7  on  either  endrof  Sheffield  hamlet,  and 
the  Pine  Grove  ("Curtiss"  or  "Bow  Wow"  )  Cemetery  at 
the  Sheffield-Egremont  town  line  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

The  gravestones  of  these  ancient  grounds  are  the 
largest  existing  local  collection  of  documents  relating  to 
the  town's  early  history.  Some  are  as  much  as  250  years 
old.  They  constitute  a  rich  compilation  of  information 
on  demographics,  medical  history,  religious  beliefs  and 
family  associations,  as  well  as  offering  insightful  glimpses 
of  the  town's  social  and  economic  hierarchy  since  its 
founding.  These  grounds  are  also  the  first  art  galleries 
and  museums  of  Sheffield,  exhibiting  the  carving  skills 
of  regional  and  local  stonecutters  who  worked  with 
material  native  to  their  area.  In  the  case  of  Sheffield 
carvers,  the  medium  was  marble. 

Many  of  the  older  stones,  with  their  curvilinear  tops 
and  broken-arch  pediments,  correspond  in  form  to  the 
Chippendale  style  of  the  late  18th  century  that  is  so 


easily  recognized  in  American  furniture  of  that  era.  Later 
stones,  from  the  1790s  to  1840s,  are  often  found  deco- 
rated with  cinerary  urns,  temples  and  other  classical 
motifs  that  parallel  America's  taste  for  Greek  Revival 
architecture  and  Sheraton  furniture.  These  styles  gave 
way  to  simple,  rectangular  stones  after  the  1830s.  Even- 
tually, unique,  handcrafted  gravestones  were  replaced  by 
the  uniform  and  unimaginative  products  of  the 
industrial  age. 

No  matter  what  era  a  marker  may  be  from,  viewed 
collectively  they  can  be  used  to  reconstruct  the  historic, 
social  and  economic  hierarchy  within  the  Sheffield 
community.  Here,  major  characteristics  to  look  for  are 
size  and  type.  Three  outstanding  examples — the  distinc- 
tive monuments  in  the  burial  ground  on  The  Plain 
known  as  table  stones— make  this  point.  Each  consists 
of  two  massive  marble  slabs,  separated  and  supported  by 
five  columns  of  the  same  material.  These  costly  memori- 
als, commonly  seen  in  Rhode  Island  and  in  the  Con- 
necticut River  Valley,  are  intended  to  reflect  the  social 
status  of  their  owners,  in  this  case  the  town's  earliest 
Congregational  ministers.  Sheffield  is  fortunate  to  have 
the  three  examples. 

While  there  are  rare  sandstones,  a  few  brownstones 
and  several  slate  markers,  materials  from  outside  the 
immediate  Berkshire  area,  the  majority  of  the  stones  in 
the  town's  cemeteries  are  of  marble  and  frequently 
represent  the  work  of  local  carvers.  In  all,  there  are  at 


Precision  Autocraft 

THE  ART  OF  COLLISION  REPAIR 


High  Quality  Body  Repair  &  Finishing 


Complete  Collision 

Paint 

Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Contolled  Estimating 

and  Paint  Mixing  systems 


413-528-1457 
1-800-734-1457 


Era 


Approved 
Auto  Body 
Repair 


Rt  7  •  1939  North  Main  St.  •  Sheffield,  MA 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 

(413)-229-2077  Fax  (4 1 3)-229-3 1 00 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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least  90  signed  stones  by  about  12  different  craftsmen, 
mostly  from  Sheffield.  With  a  keen  eye,  ample  practice, 
patience  and  multiple  attempts,  their  individual  carving 
characteristics  can  be  identified,  making  it  possible  to 
attribute  unsigned  stones  to  a  specific  workman. 

Perhaps  the  local  carver  most  often  represented  is 
Ashael  Savage  (1769-1850).  He  began  his  work  in  the 
Wethersfield,  CT,  area,  creating  baroque-style  grave 
markers  from  brownstone.  Savage  came  from  the  noted 
Thomas  Johnson  family  of  carvers  from  Middletown — 
Thomas  Senior  (his  grandfather),  Thomas  Junior  and 
Thomas  III — although  his  work  bears  no  similarity  to 
traditional  Johnson  family  stones. 

Savage  came  to  Sheffield,  probably  in  1806,  and 
worked  in  marble,  the  local  stone  of  abundance.  In  that 
year  he  purchased  a  farm  of  375  acres  on  West  Sheffield 
Rd.  near  the  Great  Barrington  town  line.  Typical  of  the 
times,  he  had  more  than  one  occupation.  Savage  the 
farmer  also  quarried  marble  and  carved  stones  during 
farming's  slow  season.  He  owned  a  quarry  near  the 
junction  of  North  Giberson  Rd.  and  Bow  Wow  Rd.  and 
a  marble  saw  mill  and  stone  cutting  shop  on  the  nearby 
Willard  Brook. 

Ashael's  son  and  business  partner,  Hamlin,  styled 
himself  a  marble  sawyer  and  merchant  but  not  a  stone- 
cutter. Consequently  he  has  not  been  identified  as  a 
burial  stone  carver.  But  likely,  Hamlin  did  carve  anony- 
mously. Stones  cut  on  the  distinctive  Savage  Quarry 
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Fun  to  Functional  Gift  Items  to  Fit  Any  Budget! 


Special  One-of-a-Kind  Handmade 
Accessories  by  Silver  Horse  Studio 

Rt7,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 
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marble  that  are  variations  of  Ashael  Savage's  work 
support  this  probability.  Hamlin  supplied  the  building 
market  with  material,  including,  in  the  1850s,  much  of 
the  stone  for  the  New  York  City  post  office  built  at 
Barclay  St.  and  Broadway.  But  because  the  material  he 
shipped  contained  iron  pyrite,  it  was  rejected  by  the 
architects  and  the  Savage  Quarry  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
went  bankrupt. 

Unfortunately,  as  in  communities  everywhere,  these 
remarkable  artifacts  of  stone  are  in  danger  of  being  lost. 
Acid  rain,  seasonal  freezing  and  thawing,  power  mainte- 
nance equipment,  forces  of  gravity,  the  occasional  theft 
and  rifle  shot  continue  to  take  their  toll.  All  the  more 
reason  for  you  to  go  out  to  these  art  galleries  and  ar- 
chives and  witness  first  hand  what  they  have  to  offer. 

— James  R.  Miller 


SHEFFIELD'S  14  CEMETERIES 

Most  of  Sheffield's  cemeteries  are  no  longer  in  active 
use  but  are  maintained  by  the  town.  Those  with  an 
asterisk  are  still  used  and  are  maintained  privately. 
There  are  restrictions  on  who  can  be  buried  in  them. 
Barnard,  east  side  of  Route  7  opposite  Root  Lane 
Brush  Hill,  Brush  Hill  Rd. 
Candee  and  Sage,  in  the  woods  off  Route  41 
*Center,  Berkshire  School  Road  between  Route  7 

and  Salisbury  Rd. 
Churchill,  Salisbury  Rd.  near  Route  41 
Hewins,  Hewins  St. 
Home  Road  (aka  Huggins),  Home  Rd. 
Old  Ashley  Falls,  Route  7A  in  Ashley  Falls  behind 

the  Methodist  Church 
*Our  Lady  of  the  Valley,  Salisbury  Rd.  near 

Barnum  St. 
*Pine  Grove  (aka  Curtiss  or  Bow  Wow),  Bow  Wow 

Rd.  near  the  Egremont  line 
*Sackett,  West  Clayton  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls 
*Shears  Family,  east  side  of  Route  7  near  the 

American  Legion 
Sheffield  Plain,  west  side  of  Route  7  south  of  the 

American  Legion 
Ward,  Barnum  St.  near  Connecticut  line  (in  the 

woods  on  private  property) 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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DRAFT  REPORT  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  GET  PUBLIC  REVIEW 


Work  on  the  Sheffield  Master  Plan 
is  shifting  from  information 
gathering  and  writing  draft  reports 
to  compilation  and  review  of  the 
coordinated  Plan  that  will  be 
submitted  for  public  review  in 
March  and  April.  l 

Under  the  direction  of  the 
Master  Plan  Steering  Committee, 
Tammy  Blackwell,  Jared  Clayton, 
John  Downie,  Sharon  Gregory, 
Anna  James,  Wray  Gurin,  David 
Macy,  Jim  McGarry,  Kathy  Or- 
lando, chair,  Don  Ward,  Bob 
Weitz  and  David  West,  subcom- 
mittees of  volunteers  have  been 
spending  hours  and  hours  correct- 
ing maps,  gathering  community 
views  through  surveys  and  inter- 
views, discussing  issues,  and 
hammering  out  consensus  on  a 
vision  for  Sheffield's  future,  As 
part  of  that  effort,  two  special 
forums  were  held,  one  to  hear  from 


Sheffield's  business  community  (see 
below)  and  one  to  gather  input  from 
Sheffield's  farmers  (see  page  15). 

As  the  initial  documenting  and 
review  phase  winds  down,  it's  time 
for  ideas  to  be  synthesized  into  a 
workable  action  plan  that  will  guide 
Town  Boards  and  other  entities  in 
years  to  come.  One  of  the  first  steps 
was  to  craft  a  short  statement  of  an 
overall  vision  for  Sheffield.  That 
draft  is  in  the  box  on  page  13. 

Another  exciting  step  will  be  the 
creation  of  the  Community  Plan 
which  includes  the  Land  Use  Plan, 
and  presents  various  scenarios  of  the 
future  to  show  what  could  happen  if 
combinations  of  recommendations 
are  implemented.  The  draft  of  that 
section  is  being  written  by  Ted 
Brovitz,  project  manager  for 
Dufresne-Henry,  the  planning  firm 
acting  as  the  Town's  consultant  on 
this  project. 


The  latest  versions  of  the  draft 
reports  and  recommendations  are 
available  as  noted  in  the  Master 
Plan  Resources  on  this  page.  In 
March  and  April,  a  series  of  public 
hearings  will  be  held  to  get  further 
comment  from  the  public  on  the 
unified  plan  before  the  final  version 
of  the  plan  is  submitted  to  the 
State  in  June. 

"The  time  and  energy  so  many 
people  have  been  putting  into  this 
process  is  a  real  testament  to  Shef- 
field and  how  much  people  care 
about  our  community  and  ensuring 
a  healthy  future  for  the  town."  says 
Orlando,  "We  are  looking  forward 
to  the  full  draft  plan  and  getting  a 
good  discussion  going  at  the  public 
forums  —  we  want  to  hear  from 
everyone  so  that  the  vision  is  truly 
representative  of  our  whole  com- 
munity." Look  for  public  notices  in 
the  coming  months. 


BUSINESS  FORUM:  PLAN  KEY  TO  ENHANCING  SHEFFIELD  BUSINESSES 


As  a  part  of  the  Master  Plan  process, 
some  40  members  of  Sheffield's 
business  community  attended  a  spe- 
cial forum  last  April  designed  to  find 
out  what's  needed  to  enhance 
economic  development  in  Sheffield. 
The  forum  was  organized  by  the 
Master  Plan's  Economic  Develop- 
ment Subcommittee,  under  the 


leadership  of  Sharon  Gregory  and 
Don  Ward.  A  separate  forum  for  the 
agricultural  community  was  also 
held  (see  story  on  page  15). 

In  addition,  a  questionnaire  was 
circulated  to  members  of  the  local 
business  community  and  the  sub- 
committee interviewed  many  of  its 
key  players.  What  they  all  said  is 


AAASTER  PLAN  RESOURCES 

Master  Plan  draft  documents  are  available  at  Town  Hall,  (upstairs  in  the 
Selectmen's  meeting  room)  at  the  Library  (ask  at  the  desk)  or  on  the 
Master  Plan  web  site  for  the  latest:  www.dufresne-henrv.com/Sheffield. 
All  committee  meetings  are  open  to  the  public  and  posted  at  Town  Hall. 

Economic  Development.  Don  Ward  (229-9023)  and  Sharon  Gregory 
(229-2717  or  sharongregory1@cs.com;  Facilities,  Services  8t 
Transportation.  Anna  James  (229-3096  or  arjames@bcn.net);  Housing. 
David  West  (229-7727).  Open  Space,  Recreation  &  Land  Use;  Jared 
Clayton,  (berkboy@bcn.net  or  229-0363);  Steering  Committee.  Kathy 
Orlando  (wildkato@aol.com  or  229-8789);  Consultant  Ted  Brovitz 
(tbrovitz@dufresne-henry.com  or  (617)  426-9716). 


being  used  to  help  formulate  recom- 
mendations for  the  Master  Plan. 
Altogether,  more  than  70  people 
doing  business  in  Sheffield  gave 
input  to  the  economic  development 
section  of  the  Master  Plan  through 
this  subcommittee  work. 

According  to  Dufresne-Henry, 
consultant  for  the  Plan,  there  are 
188  businesses  in  Sheffield,  with 
another  50  to  70  people  who  are 
self-employed  or  who  run  home- 
based  businesses.  Nearly  one-quarter 
of  jobs  are  in  the  public  sector  —  the 
public  school  or  the  town.  Outside 
of  that,  the  typical  Sheffield  business 
is  small  and  owner-operated. 

The  largest  employers  include  the 
two  schools  in  town  (Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
and  Berkshire  School)  and  manufac- 
turing companies  such  as  Sheffield 

Continued 'on  page  /  / 
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A  VISION  FOR  SHEFFIELD 


The  following  is  from  the  draft  of  Sheffield's  Master 
Plan  now  being  developed. 

Nestled  between  the  Taconic  Range  on  the  New 
York  state  border  and  the  hills  of  the  Berkshire 
Plateau,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts,  with  its  long  history 
as  a  New  England  farming  community,  is  a  diverse, 
small,  rural  town  of  about  3,000  full-time  residents 
clustered  primarily  in  two  villages  dating  to  the 
Colonial  era.  Sheffield's  deep  agricultural  and  his- 
toric roots  remain  evident  in  outlying  farms  and 
residences,  some  of  them  built  more  than  200  years 
ago.  Lying  in  the  broad  floodplain  of  the  Housatonic 
River,  Sheffield  is  blessed  with  abundant  and  unique 
natural  resources,  from  forest  to  field  to  fen.  Its 
landscape  is  integral  to  the  town's  quality  of  life  and 
to  much  of  its  economy,  including  farming,  service- 
oriented  small  businesses,  retailing,  and  tourism. 

Sheffield's  natural  beauty,  rural  setting,  historic 
character,  and  proximity  to  major  cities  make  it  an 
extremely  desirable  place  to  live  for  both  full  and 
part-time  residents.  Nationally,  Sheffield  is  known  as 
a  mecca  for  antiques-hunters  and  for  its  rural  land- 
scape. Unlike  many  towns  in  the  Berkshires,  steady 
growth  during  much  of  the  20th  century  helped  make 
Sheffield  one  of  the  fastest  growing  communities  in 
the  County,  particularly  between  1990  and  2000. 
While  there  is  a  trend  of  small  communities  becom- 
ing suburbs  to  larger  nearby  towns,  such  as  Great 
Barrington,  Sheffield  does  not  see  itself  turning  into  a 
bedroom  community. 

The  loss  of  valuable  agricultural  lands  and  open 
spaces  combined  with  increasing  traffic  and  building 
development  and  the  resultant  demand  for  local 
government  services  prompted  the  town  to  create  a 
plan  to  guide  future  growth  and  protect  its  vital 
natural  and  cultural  resources.  With  a  rich  cultural 
tradition  and  a  friendly  small-town  atmosphere, 
Sheffield  wishes  to  grow  through  a  pro-active  ap- 
proach that  balances  the  unique  qualities  that  em- 


body the  Town's  identity  with  its  increasing  economic, 
housing,  transportation,  recreational,  and  educational 
needs.  Sheffield  is  committed  to  working  in  partner- 
ship with  local  residents,  community  groups  and  other 
parties  to  fulfill  this  vision  for  the  future. 

The  Town  of  Sheffield  envisions  itself  in  2014  as  a 
community  where: 

•  The  rural  beauty  and  character  are  maintained 
and  enhanced  and  the  town's'  agricultural  heritage  is 
promoted  and  kept  vital. 

•  Unique  and  special  natural  resources,  including 
lakes,  streams,  and  ponds,  wetlands,  wildlife  habitats 
and  corridors,  open  spaces,  hillsides  and  ridgelines, 
and  scenic  vistas  are  protected  through  wise  steward- 
ship which  encourages  the  creation  of  compatible 
recreational  and  economic  opportunities  such  as 
ecotourism. 

•  Historic  and  cultural  buildings  and  landscapes 
are  preserved  and  enhanced  in  a  setting  where  housing 
and  business  development  are  attractively  sited  follow- 
ing a  traditional  New  England  pattern  of  villages  and 
farmhouse  clusters.  Sheffield  Center  and  Ashley  Falls 
Village  serve  a  mix  of  uses  including  acting  as  the 
primary  community  gathering  places,  in  turn  sur- 
rounded by  residential  neighborhoods  in  turn  sur- 
rounded by  rural  landscapes. 

•  Housing  is  available  in  a  wide  range  of  types  and 
different  price  ranges  to  ensure  that  Sheffield  can  meet 
the  diverse  needs  and  lifestyles  of  local  residents. 

•  Existing  compatible  businesses,  economic  oppor- 
tunities and  entrepreneurial  development  are  avail- 
able, supported  and  encouraged. 

•  Current  technologies  are  available  to  businesses 
and  residents  and  energy  efficient  practices  are  pro- 
moted and  embraced. 

•  Essential  municipal  facilities  and  services,  such  as 
schools  and  a  broad  transportation  network,  are 
provided  at  the  highest  quality  affordable  to  local 
members  of  the  community. 


Silk's •  variety  r 


Beer/Wine/Spirits 
and  much  more!! 


lOjJViamST 
shefflcLd,  JVU 
413  .ZZS \S70Z 


,*«*££ 


Conn.  Licensed 
Arborlst  #62525 


Ron  Yaple 

Mass.  Certified 

Arborist 


P.O.  Box  603  •  Sheffield.  MA  01257 

Office:  413-229-2728 

Fax:413-229-0167 

Cell  Phone:  413-822-0203 

Email:  racemtn@bcn.net 


13 


village 


T 


1 


COLLECTORS 

Tax  payments  due.  Third  quarter  tax  payments  are  due 
on  or  before  Feb.  1 .  Bills  were  sent  out  the  3rd  week  in 
December  for  the  Feb.  1  and  May  1  installments.  Con- 
tact the  Collectors  office  at  229-7007  if  you  have  any 
questions  about  payment.  Questions  about  valuations 
should  be  directed  to  the  Assessors  Office  at  229-7001. 


BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

New  hours.  The  Building  Inspector  will  now  be  avail- 
able in  Town  Hall  on  Wednesdays  from  7:30am- 
12:30pm,  not  Thursday.  Tuesday  hours  remain  6  to  8:30 
pm.  Stop  in  or  call  229-7006  for  information. 


SENIOR  CENTER  NEWS 

The  Sheffield  Senior  Center  will  not  be  applying  for  a 
Community  Development  Block  Grant  to  build  a  senior 
center  this  year  as  previously  announced,  as  the  site 
chosen  was  not  given  the  necessary  variance  by  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals. 


ASSESSORS 

Tax  forms  mailed.  The  following  tax  forms  will  be  sent 
to  all  designated  taxpayers  on  or  about  January  1,  2004- 
They  must  be  filed  in  the  Assessors  office  by  March  1, 
2004,  unless  an  extension  is  granted  by  the  Assessors. 

•  FY2005  Form  of  List  (State  Form  2),  Return  of 
Personal  Property  subject  to  Taxation  under  M.G.L. 
Chapter  59.  Sec.29 — to  be  filed  by  all  individuals,  part- 
nerships, associations  or  trusts,  corporations  and  limited 
liability  companies  subject  to  taxation  in  this  town. 

•  Farm  Animal  Excise,  Machinery  and  Equipment 
(State  Tax  Form  F.A.E.-M.E.)  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  59, 
Sec.  8  (A) — application  for  excise  on  farm  animals, 
machinery  and  equipment. 

•  FY2005  State  Tax  Form  3  ABC  Return  of  Property 
held  for  Charitable  Purposes  under  M.G.L.  Chapter  59. 
Sec  5.  C1.3  (b),  5,  5A,  &  5B  and  Chapter  Sec.  29. 

Assessments.  As  mandated  by  the  State  Dept.  of 
Revenue's  Bureau  of  Local  Assessment  every  three  years, 
the  Town  of  Sheffield  has  completed  the  recertification 
of  property  values  for  FY2004.  The  FY2004  tax  rate  has 
been  reviewed  and  approved  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts 
on  December  9,  2003,  setting  the  tax  rate  at  $12.08  per 
$  1 ,000  and  revised  bills  were  recently  sent  out.  If  you 
have  any  questions  regarding  your  assessment  and  tax 
bill,  please  follow  the  instructions  and  deadlines  on  the 
back  of  your  bill  or  call  229-7001  between  9am  andlpm. 


yanwacj^  c3ar  1  o  v/ 

Fine  Rustic  Furniture  and 
Architectural  Details 


Tables,  Chairs,  Beds,  Railings,  Vine  and  Twig  Applique, 

Fences,  Tree  Houses,  Gates,  Arbors,  Decks,  Trellises, 

Wedding  Arches  and  Huppahs,  Mirrors,  Frames,  Screens, 

and  a  whole  line  of  Miniature  Fairy  Furniture. 

An  Organic  Approach  to  Carpentry 
(413)  229-3263 
Ashley  Falls,  Ma. 
Everything  Created  with  Craftsmanship, 
Grace  and  Good  Humor 


The  Berkshires  Most  Interesting 
Chintz  Free,  Rustic  Mountain  Retreat 


RACE  BROOK 
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Rustic  Alternative 

WORKSHOPS  *  MEETINGS  *  REUNIONS 

A  low  keyed,  informal  retreat  in  a  historic 
1 790's  post  and  beam  barn,  an  ideal  setting  for 
thoughtful  gatherings  and  country  celebrations. 

www.rblodge.com 
413-229-2916 
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TOWN  CLERK 

Licenses  available.  2004  hunting  and  fishing  licenses 
are  now  available. 

Town  Census.  The  Town  Census  is  a  state-mandated 
annual  event.  Forms  will  be  mailed  the  first  week  of 
January.  You  have  10  days  to  return  your  completed 
form  to  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  Failure  to  reply  will 
result  in  your  being  removed  from  the  voting  list. 
Landlords  who  have  not  yet  responded  to  the  tenant 
request  form  are  asked  to  do  so  immediately. 

Elections.  2004  is  going  to  be  a  busy  year  for  elec- 
tions. The  following  are  dates  to  keep  in  mind. 
March  2  Presidential  Primary 

May  3  Annual  Town  Meeting 

May  10  Annual  Town  Election 

September  14  State  Primary 

November  2  State/Presidential  Election 

If  you  have  not  yet  registered  to  vote,  or  if  you  are 
not  sure  of  your  voting  status,  contact  the  Town  Clerk's 
Office  at  229-8752.  You  can  register  anytime  weekdays 
9am-4pm.  The  last  day  to  register  for  the  presidential 
primary  is  February  1 1 ,  when  the  office  will  be  open 
9am-8pm. 

'  TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS  * 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays:  1pm-4pm, 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm; 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 

^SfeffietdMarfetpCace  * 

YOUR  SUPERBOWL 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  PARTY 

PLATTERS,  WINGS  & 

4-6  FOOT  SUBS!! 


Sandwich  Specials  &  Hot  Soups 
Food  to  go!!! 

•  Fresh  Vegetables 

•  Groceries 

•  Deli 

Fresh  Daily 
•  Pastries  •  Donuts  •  Bagels 

Coffee  Bar  featuring 
Green  Mt.  Coffee  &  Cappuccino 

Qrocery  delivery  available  to  Seniors!! 

OPEN  7  DAYS— MON.-SAT.  6-9  SUN.  7-5 
Main  Street  Sheffield,  MA  •  413-229-9944 


SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FIRE  LOG 

—Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

10/12-Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time 

3:45pm;  In  service  4:25pm. 
10/12-Car  accident.  Alarm  time  5:35pm;  In  service 

6:30pm. 
10/15-Stand  by  for  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  Alarm 

time  3:05pm;  In  service  4:50pm. 
10/15-Lost  hiker.  Alarm  time  7:20pm;  In  service 

10:15pm. 
10/17-Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 

2:52pm;  In  service  3:28pm. 
10/22— Lifting  assistance.  Alarm  time  9:40am;  In 

service  10:15am. 
10/23— Car  accident.  Alarm  time  6:55am;  In  service 

7:35am. 
10/23— Oil  truck  spill.  Alarm  time  9:20am;  In  service 

3:45am. 
10/28-Lost  hiker.  Alarm  time  6:35pm;  In  service 

7:40pm. 
10/30-Assist  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  with  rescue.  Alarm 

time  2:20pm;  In  service  6:16pm. 
11/2-Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 

3:30am;  In  service  4:18am. 
11/8— Alarm  at  Fisher  residence.  Alarm  time  5:06pm; 

In  service  5:22pm. 
11/9— Car  accident.  Alarm  time  2:05pm;  In  service 

3:15pm. 
11/18-Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time 

1:40pm;  In  service  1:56pm. 
11/19-Smoke  in  residence.  Alarm  time  4:50pm;  In 

service  5:30pm 
11/29-Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time 

9:55am;  In  service  10:05am. 
11/30-Stand  by  in  Station,  Alarm  time  9:55am,  In 

service  10:05am 
12/1 -Electric  motor  fire.  Alarm  time  7:17am;  In 

service  7:35am. 
12/8-Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  7:46pm; 

In  service  8:15pm. 
12/9-Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time 

12:35pm;  In  service  1:08pm. 
12/9-Stand  by  for  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time 

4:45pm;  In  service  8:40pm 


Electrologist 
413-528-4887 

Great  Barrington,  MA 


19  Year 
Anniversary'-' 


19  Year 


for  Men  &  Women 

FACE  -  ARMS  -  LEGS  -  EYEBROWS 

HAIRLINE  -  BIKINI  LINE 


<*$20  OFF 


NEW  CLIENTS  ONLY 

with  this  coupon 
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BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  excerpts  from  meeting  minutes 


10/6 — Town  Administrator  Bob 
Weitz  read  a  letter  of  intent  from 
Barbara  Delmolino  to  sell  land 
located  on  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd. 
to  Jeffrey  S.  and  Angel  S.  Rote  and 
asked  the  Town  to  waive  its  right  to 
purchase  the  land  under  the  state's 
Chapter  61 A  agricultural  assessment 
program.  The  motion  passed,  with 
Selectmen  Janet  Stanton  and 
Richard  Kirchner  voting 
affirmatively. 

In  other  business,  the  official 
Halloween  hours  were  set  at  5:30  to 
7:30pm,  Steve  Hyer  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Cultural  Council, 
and  a  motion  to  start  collecting  cell 
phones  and  pagers  for  recycling  at 
the  Transfer  Station  was  passed. 

10/15 — The  Board,  accompanied 
by  Brent  Getchell,  building  inspec- 
tor, Joel  Weiss,  Board  of  Health, 
James  McGarry,  chief  of  police,  and 
Bob  Weitz,  performed  a  site  visit  at 
The  Lantern,  a  bar  on  Clayton  Rd. 
No  decisions  were  made.  The  visit 
lasted  30  minutes. 

10/20 — The  board  appointed 
Daniel  Gulotta  as  a  probationary 
member  of  the  Fire  Dept.  and  dis- 
cussed costs  involved  with  repairs  to 
the  fire  trucks  running  over  budget. 
They  appointed  William  O'Donnell 
to  the  Highway  Dept.  subject  to 
reference  checks,  a  physical  exam, 


and  drug  screening.  The  board  went 
into  executive  session  for  37  minutes 
to  discuss  collective  bargaining. 

10/27 — The  Board  interviewed 
two  candidates  for  the  Highway 
Dept.  They  discussed  the  painting  of 
lines  on  the  roadway  and  questioned 
when  it  would  be  completed.  They 
mentioned  that  a  meeting  was 
scheduled  for  Oct.  30  with  Repre- 
sentative Smitty  Pignatelli,  neigh- 
boring town  representatives  and 
Adelphia  to  discuss  Adelphia's 
services  and  that  the  upcoming 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  meeting 
will  be  regarding  the  Senior  Center. 

The  board  went  into  executive 
session  to  discuss  collective  bargain- 
ing. After  5  minutes,  they  moved  to 
ratify  the  Police  Association  con- 
tract as  written,  a  motion  that 
carried  with  affirmative  votes  from 
Stanton  and  Kirchner. 

11/3 — The  Board  interviewed 
three  candidates  for  the  Treasurer/ 
Collector  Clerk  position. 

Representatives  from  CTSB-TV 
updated  the  Board  on  the  changes  at 
their  station.  Norman  McLeod  said 
three  channels  would  be  available 
shortly:  public,  education,  and 
government.  He  said  many  ideas 
have  been  discussed  on  how  to  fill 
local  needs,  including  programming 
for  Latinos,  women,  and  seniors,  and 


more  coverage  of  local  sports.  He 
said  they  are  open  to  suggestions. 

The  board  voted  to  give  permis- 
sion to  Dale  Carlson  and  Richard 
Kirchner  to  hunt  on  Town  land  off 
Salisbury  Rd.  Kirchner  abstained. 

Robert  Poulter  was  appointed  to 
the  Highway  Dept.  as  an  Equipment 
Operator/Truck  Driver,  pending 
passing  a  physical  exam. 

11/10 — The  board  appointed  Lois 
Levinsohn  as  Treasurer/Collector 
Clerk,  with  Stanton  and  Macy 
voting  in  the  affirmative  and 
Kirchner  in  the  negative. 

1 1/17 — Chairman  Ruth  Gillette 
and  Tammy  Blackwell  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  present  for  the  tax- 
classification  hearing,  were  thanked 
for  their  hard  work.  Discussion  was 
about  keeping  a  single  tax  rate.  The 
Board  voted  unanimously  to- keep  it. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  read  a 
letter  from  Michael  and  Helen 
Selzer  regarding  a  dog  complaint 
against  a  neighbor,  Mr.  VanDeusen. 
The  Board  will  turn  the  complaint 
over  to  the  Animal  Control  Officer. 

The  Board  discussed  the  painting 
of  roads,  which  may  be  rescheduled 
due  to  the  rain.  It  also  discussed  the 
brush  left  after  the  recent  storm  and 
the  possibility  of  the  Highway  Dept. 
clearing  some  of  it  before  it  snows. 

1 1/24 — The  Board  discussed 
painting  that  had  finally  been 
performed  on  the  roads.  It  reviewed 
special  permit  applications  for 
additions  to  be  made  to  residences 
on  a  pre-existing  non-conforming 


carpet  and  upholstery  cleaning 

Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

Ph  (41 3)  229-8280      Fax  (41 3)  229-0241 
Automotive  Interiors  Cleaned  and  Deodorized 
t^M.  Deflooding  and  Drying 

fSB  Pet  Odors  Neutralized 

J#l\  Insured  and  Certified 

7#  f     ^  Free  Estimates 

carpetclean@surfbest.net       www.robertmillerscarpetclean.com 
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Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

RitaA.Backhaus,CBR® 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  Are  A  Full  Service  Agency. 

Let  Us  Represent  You  In  Your  Next 

Sale,  Purchase,  Or  Rental. 

Experience  The  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's 

meetings  can  also  be  seen 
Sundays  at  1 1:30am  on  CTSB 

Cable  Chanel  1 1 . 
Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


lot,  for  Frank  and  Stephanie  Follett 
at  177  Polikoff  Rd.  and  Lawrence 
and  Margo  Davis-Hollander  at  729 
Ashley  Falls  Rd.  No  comments  were 
made  on  either  application. 

The  owner  of  The  Lantern,  Dale 
Palmer,  introduced  his  proposed  new 
manager,  Kenny  Coulton,  who  will 
be  in  charge  of  The  Lantern.  Coul- 
ton gave  a  brief  history  of  his  back- 
ground and  experience.  There  was 
some  discussion  regarding  the  recent 
site  visit,  at  which  Palmer  indicated 
that  trees  surrounded  by  wood  chips 
are  on  his  property.  Palmer  indicated 
he  has  been  working  with  the 
building  inspector  on  the  issue  and 
that  future  questions  should  be 
directed  to  Coulter  who  will  be 
acting  in  Palmer's  best  interests. 

Jared  Clayton  read  a  letter  that 
said  he  was  spokesperson  for  a  group 
of  The  Lantern's  neighbors  and 
requested  a  meeting  to  resolve 
problems  with  the  bar  before  its 
entertainment  license  is  renewed.  It 
was  agreed  to  schedule  a  meeting  of 
a  spokesperson  from  the  neighbor- 
hood, The  Lantern,  the  Board,  the 
Board  of  Health,  the  building 
inspector,  and  the  chief  of  police, 
but  it  may  not  be  before  license 
renewal.  Clayton  said  that  his  sister, 
an  abutter  of  The  Lantern,  is  having 
a  survey  made  of  her  property  to  see 
who  owns  the  trees  surrounded  by 
wood  chips. 


PLANNING  BOARD 

TOWN  CONSIDERS  CELL  TOWER  APPLICATION 


The  Town  of  Sheffield  has  come  a 
step  closer  to  a  cell  tower.  On  Dec. 
16,  the  Planning  Board  considered  a 
request  from  Tower  Ventures  to 
erect  a  150-foot  gray  monopole  on 
land  owned  by  James  J.  and  Marga- 
ret Larkin  off  Egremont  Rd.  The 
Board  voted  to  continue  the  hearing 
in  January. 

The  meeting  was  quite  different 
from  one  with  a  similar  intention 
held  almost  three  years  ago.  Then, 
the  Selectmen's  Meeting  Room  was 
packed  and  emotions  ran  high. 
Tower  Ventures  had  hoped  to  put  up 
a  cell  tower  that  would  bring  cover- 
age to  Sheffield,  also  on  the  Larkin 's 
land.  But  many  residents  criticized 
the  project,  saying'that  the  tower,  at 
190  feet,  was  too  high  and  would 
have  a  negative  visual  impact  on  the 
community  and  charging  that  the 
project  was  speculative,  since  no  cell 
phone  provider  had  signed  on.  The 
Planning  Board  eventually  denied 
their  request. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Board 
formed  a  subcommittee  to  assist 
them  in  drawing  up  amendments  to 
the  Town  zoning  bylaws  should 
similar  requests  be  submitted  in  the 
future.  The  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  has  ruled  that 
towns  may  regulate  the  placement 
and  design  of  cell  towers,  but  they 
may  not  unreasonably  prohibit 
them.  Dominic  Palumbo,  Fred 
Gordon,  Harry  Conklin,  Peter 
Rowntree,  Rene  Wood,  Marilyn 


Wightman  and  myself  agreed  to 
serve,  and  spent  many  hours  consid- 
ering efforts  from  other  towns  and 
drawing  up  suggestions  for  consider- 
ation by  the  Board.  The  Planning 
Board  considered  and  approved  the 
draft,  and  it  was  subsequently 
affirmed  at  town  meeting  on  May  7, 
2001.  Having  clear  guidelines  in 
place,  the  Planning  Board  is  able  to 
address  tower  requests  fairly  and 
clearly. 

As  opposed  to  three  years  ago, 
few  residents  attended  the  meeting 
on  Dec.  16,  and  it  was  clear  that 
Tower  Ventures  had  done  its  home- 
work. The  site  had  been  moved  and 
the  tower  height  lowered,  making  it 
less  visible,  as  demonstrated  by  a 
crane  test  on  Dec.  12.  In  addition, 
Nextel  had  already  signed  on  as  a 
provider.  Most  who  attended  the 
meeting  were  supportive  with  only 
one  or  two  expressing  concern  at  the 
visual  impact  of  the  tower.  Three 
years  ago  cell  phones  might  have 
been  perceived  as  a  luxury.  Today, 
many  consider  them  necessities  and 
essential  to  supporting  local  and 
attracting  new  business  to  Sheffield. 

The  text  of  Tower  Ventures' 
request  is  available  for  inspection  at 
the  Town  Clerk's  office.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  Planning  Board  to 
continue  the  hearing  will  be  on 
Thurs.,  Jan.  20,  at  7:30pm  in  the 
Selectmen's  Meeting  Room. 

— John  G .  Wightman 


Studio- 


Proprietor: 
Sebastiano  Anselmi 


(413)229-0258 

547  North  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257 
By  Appointment  Only 

Hours:  Tues.  9-8 
W.,  F.  9-5 
Thurs.  12-8 
Sat.  8-1 


The 


Horse  Barn  Classics 

Automobile  and  Truck  Sales 


4 132229*2021  (office) 
413-292-7245  (pager) 
413-229-2028  (home) 


Dana  A:  Bartholomew 

OWNER 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Road 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 
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SCOUTING  NEWS 

Cub  Scout  Pack  28.  In  November  the  pack  collected 
donations  for  the  food  pantry  at  the  Old  Parish  Church. 
Because  of  the  generosity  of  local  residents,  we  added 
hundreds  of  items  to  their  shelves.  A  big  thank  you  to 
all  who  participated. 

Local  Marine  Corp  League  retired  soldiers  attended 
the  November  pack  meeting  and  taught  the  Scouts  how 
to  properly  display  and  fold  a  flag.  The  smartly  dressed 
marines  demonstrated  how  the  flag  is  used  in  different 
ceremonies  and  answered  questions  about  their  tours  of 
duty.  We  thank  them  for  an  enjoyable  evening. 

In  December,  the  residents  of  the  Gt.  Barrington 
Nursing  Home  enjoyed  Christmas  songs  sung  by  Pack 
28.  Jingle  Bells,  Frosty  the  Snowman,  and  many  more 
favorite  tunes  echoed  through  the  halls,  putting  every- 
one in  the  holiday  spirit. 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  Scouting,  please  call  Liz 
Hobby  at  229-2909  or  George  Oleen  at  229-6670. 


Buy  Local! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses. 

Let  them  know  you  read  about  them  in  the 

Sheffield  Times. 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

"New  Construction 

'Landscape  Lighting  "Renovations 

'Modular  Homes 

(413)  229-2561 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

What's  It?  Night  with  Milt  Barnum  &  Chris  Coenen. 

Jan.  9  at  7:30pm.  The  ever-popular  program  is  on 
again — get  out  your  gadgets  to  stump  the  experts! 
Fellowship  Rooms  of  Old  Parish  Church.  Free. 

Family  event  for  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Day. 

Jan.  19  at  1pm.  This  special  joint  program  with  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library  will  be  held  at  the  library.  Free. 

Ancient  cairns  of  our  Native  American  landscape 
heritages.  February  13  at  7:30pm.  George  B.  Emmons 
will  describe  and  show  pictures  of  the  landmarks  and 
monuments  of  indigenous  people  of  the  Woodland 
period,  including  the  Mahicans  and  Mohegans,  with  a 
discussion  of  their  burial  customs.  Native  American 
items  recently  donated  to  the  Society  by  Rodney  Palmer 
will  also  be  on  view.  Fellowship  Rooms  of  Old  Parish 
Church.  Free. 

School  vacation  workshop:  "Kids  Crazy  for  Quilt- 
ing." Feb.  18,  10am-3pm. 

This  joint  program  with  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
and  the  Berkshire  Quilters'  Guild  for  8-  to  12-year-olds 
features  a  hands-on  project.  Bring  a  bag  lunch.  Registra- 
tion required.  Fee. 

The  Society's  first  concert  series.  Spend  a  wintry 
Sunday  afternoon  enjoying  warm  friendships,  great 
music,  enlightening  history,  and  appealing  refreshments. 
John- Arthur  Miller,  Sheffield  resident  and  noted 
vocalist,  will  present  three  programs,  each  in  a  different 
Sheffield  home.  The  programs  will  be  fashioned  on  the 
early  salon  musicales,  but  with  an  interesting  twist — the 
music  will  be  provided  by  historic  Edison  recordings. 

Programs  start  at  2pm.  Jan  18:  Wine  and  Opera  on 
the  Old  Edison.  Feb.  15:  Wine,  Chocolate,  and  Love 
Songs  with  Your  Valentine.  March  28:  March  Out  Like 
a  Lamb  with  John  Philip  Sousa  on  the  Old  Edison. 
Minimum  contribution  for  the  series:  $75.  Minimum 
contribution  per  single  concert:  $30.  Seating  is  limited, 
so  reserve  early! 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House 
are  available  Thursday  through  Saturday  Ham  to  4pm.  The 
new  exhibition  in  the  Dan  Raymond  house  is  "Sheffield's 
Chapeaus:  Hats  from  A  Bygone  Era."  The  Mark  Dewey 
Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday  1 :30  to  4pm 
and  by  appointment.  For  further  information  on  Society 
programs,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161 
Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257,  413- 
229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory .org. 

Support  the  Sheffield  Times! 
See  page  27. 
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WHAT  IS  THE  FUTURE 
OF  YOUR  WATER? 

We  turn  on  the  tap  and  expect 
clean,  drinkable  water  to  flow.  Some 
people  in  Sheffield  get  water  from 
springs,  and  some  from  the  Sheffield 
Water  Company,  but  most  get  it 
from  wells.  Where  does  your  water 
come  from  and  how  safe  is  it?  How 
long  ago  was  your  water  a  raindrop? 
What  controls  the  quality  of  your 
water  and  what  should  you  be 
looking  for  when  testing  your  water? 
Who  owns  and  controls  our  water 
resources?  How  will  surrounding 
land  use  affect  your  water? 

These  and  other  questions  will  be 
addressed  in  the  6th  annual  winter 
lecture  "Our  Water:  A  Precious 
Resource",  presented  by  the  Shef- 
field Land  Trust.  Andrew  Stone  will 
be  the  guest  presenter.  Stone  is  a 
ground  water  scientist  and  executive 
director  of  the  American  Ground 
Water  Trust,  a  non-profit  organiza- 
tion that  works  with  citizens  and 
government  organizations.  Come 
and  find  out  how  to  manage  your 
water  and  to  how  Sheffield  can 
protect  this  precious  resource  with 
its  accompanying  health,  economic 
and  environmental  impacts. 

The  program  is  Saturday,  Feb.  21, 
beginning  at  2pm  at  Dewey  Memori- 
al Hall(next  to  the  Post  Office)  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield. 

Admission  is  free.  Early  arrival  is 
recommended  as  this  popular  lecture 
fills  up  quickly  each  year. 

For  more  information  or  reserva- 
tions please  call  the  Land  Trust  at 
229-0234. 


How  to  Support  the  Sheffield  Times  -  Your  Commune  Newsletter 


«sr   Submit  articles,  news  items, 
photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting 
wildlife?  Have  a  good  idea  for 
a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture 
of  an  interesting  Sheffield 
scene?  Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and 
submissions  to  the  P.O.  Box  or 
e-mail  address  below.  News 
briefs  can  be  one  or  two 
sentences,  short  articles 
between  150  and  450  words. 
Run  suggestions  for  feature 
stories  by  the  editors  first. 

«^    Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be 
directed  to  the  attention  of 
the  Calendar  Editor  and 
include  a  contact  name  and 
number  in  case  there  are 
questions. 

w   Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services 
and  products  connected  with 
Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half- 
pages  available.  Ad  policy  is  in 


box  on  page  2.  Contact  Tara 
White  at  229-7754  or 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for 
rates  or  more  information. 

«s?   Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local 
businesses.  Tell  them  you  read 
about  them  in  the  Sheffield 
Times! 

e&   Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided 
free  at  distribution  sites  through- 
out Sheffield.  It's  only  partly 
supported  by  advertising.  When 
you  make  a  donation,  you  help 
make  future  issues  possible  and 
you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the 
mail.  See  the  form  on  the  inside 
back  cover. 

Sheffield  Times 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

E-mail: 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


MARCH/APRIL  DEADLINE: 
FEBRUARY  13,2004 


BAKED  GOODS  &  MORE 

Come  join  us  at  "Baked  Goods  and 
More,"  Saturdays  from  12-4:30pm  at 
the  American  Legion  Hall,  through- 
out January  and  February. 

There  will  be  over  18  vendors 
from  Barb's  Baked  Goods  to  the 
Pampered  Chef —  you'll  love  Shelly 
Brooks'  soups  and  chili  —  Tastefully 
Good  and  Osborn  Books  (for  the 
kids).  Mary  Kay  (with  skin  care 
classes  and  before  and  after  make- 
overs) and  Avon  will  be  available  as 


well  as  Chinese  items.  There  will 
also  be  antiques,  crafts,  cookies-in- 
the-jar,  soft  dolls  and  angels,  animal 
feed  and  supplies  from  the  Hotal- 
ings,  pies  and  breads  and  fudge.  And 
there's  more!  A  snack  bar  will 
feature  hotdogs,  soda,  etc.  And 
electric  appliances,  ornaments, 
jewelry  and  Longberger  baskets  will 
also  be  available.  It  will  be  a  lot  of 
fun,  so  come  in  and  explore.  It's  not 
your  ordinary  craft  fair,  it's  more! 

— "Barb's  Baked  Goods" 


Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 

Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

P.O.Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2777 


PE  VRIES  PUILPING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD  •  SHEFFIELD  MA. 


•  Lumber 

•  Hardware 

•  Garden  Supplies 

•  Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 

Paint 

Insulation 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at 

(41 4)229-8777        (41 3)229-8820  FAX 
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KIWANIS  NEWS 

The  annual  Bowling  Tournament  at  the  Cove  Lanes  in 
Gt.  Barrington  proved  the  most  successful  ever.  Nearly 
30  Kiwanians  worked  the  event  during  13  sessions  over 
3  weekends  in  November.  Jim  and  Theresa  Collingwood 
were  the  proud  chairpersons  of  the  fund-raiser. 

Arthur  Armstrong  headed  the  Thanksgiving  food 
charity,  taking  a  check  to  Community  Services  in  Gt. 
Barrington  and  delivering  turkeys,  potatoes  and  onions 
for  18  families  at  the  Sheffield  Food  Pantry.  Arthur 
repeated  this  service  for  the  Christmas  season.  In 
addition,  a  committee  headed  by  Denise  Rueger 
shopped  for  gifts  and  toys  for  the  8  children  on  our 
"Adopt-a-Family"  list  this  year.  After  the  regular  meet- 
ing on  Dec.  9,  there  was  a  "wrap"  party,  so  the  presents 
were  ready  for  Santa's  delivery. 

Over  50  members  and  guests  enjoyed  cocktails  and 
hors-d'oeuvres  in  the  Lounge  at  Limey's  restaurant  at 
the  Dec.  16.  Christmas  Party.  Entrees  of  prime  rib, 
salmon  or  a  vegetarian  dish  followed. 

The  fourth  scholarship  raffle  is  the  winter  project, 
with  the  drawing  on  Valentine's  Day,  2004-  The  vehicle 
is  once  again  a  Ford  Ranger  4X4  four-door  truck — the 
"Edge."  Tickets  are  $50  each.  The  proceeds  this  year  will 
endow  an  annual  scholarship  in  memory  of  Arthur 


SUBARU 

SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Rentals 


JIM'S 


Approved 
Auto  Repair 


Full  service 
repair  facility 

35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 


Stavisky.  Chances  are  available  from  Kiwanis  members, 
Silk's  Variety  and  PJ's  Convenience  Store  in  Sheffield, 
and  at  the  Sears  store  and  Pittsfield  Coop  Bank  in  Gt. 
Barrington. 

— Richard  L.  Goodwin 

Kiwanis  Honors  Given.  Two  Sheffield  residents  were 
the  recipients  of  the  Kiwanis'  Citizen  and  Kiwanian  of 
the  Year  awards  at  the  Annual  Installation  of  Officers 
dinner  at  the  Egremont  Country  Club  in  November. 

The  Citizen  of  the  Year  Award  honors  individuals 
who  have  given  service  to  the  South  Berkshire  Commu- 
nity in  an  official,  professional  or  volunteer  capacity  and 
have  demonstrated  leadership  and  character,  distin- 
guishing themselves  in  a  most  extaordinary  way  by 
helping  others,  thus  making  the  area  a  better  place  to 
live.  This  year's  recipient  was  Sheffield's  Police  Chief 
James  McGarry. 

Dana  Bartholomew  was  named  Kiwanian  of  the  Year 
in  recognition  of  outstanding  achievement  over  the 
years.  Bartholomew  has  been  an  active  Kiwanian  for 
over  35  years. 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  weekly,  Tuesday,  6:30pm, 
Limey's  Restaurant. 


Click  here 
www.berkshirebank.com 

for 

Internet  Banking  •  Online  Bill  Payment 
Insurance  Quotes  •  Online  Investing 


Illllte 


1 03  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 
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BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

New  restaurant  in  Sheffield.  Tom  Tzelis  and  Savas 
Kasekas  have  purchased  the  Pizza  Palace  on  the  Shef- 
field Green  and  opened  the  "Village  on  the  Green" 
cafe  and  pizzeria.  Tom,  formerly  of  the  Canaan  Diner, 
and  more  recently  the  Neighbor  Diner  on  Main  St.  in 
Great  Barrington,  offers  a  wide  variety  of  food  includ- 
ing Greek  dishes  such  as  lemon  soup.  He  promises  to 
serve  his  specialty,  moussaka,  a  classic  Greek  dish  made 
of  lamb  or  beef,  eggplant,  and  a  special  egg  topping,  on 
Monday  nights.  Tom  says  he  has  always  wanted  to  be 
in  Sheffield,  so  this  is  his  dream  fulfilled.  He  calls  his 
partner,  Savas,  who  had  owned  the  Falls  Village  Inn, 
the  "best  pizza  man"  in  the  area.  — Sharon  Gregory 

Bob  Kelly  Farms  sold.  Ward's  Nursery  has  purchased 
the  land,  barns  and  buildings  of  Bob  Kelly  Farms  on 
Hewins  St.  Ward's  intends  to  grow  and  store  nursery 
stock  at  the  site.  Bob  and  Susan  Kelly  have  left  the 
area  and  the  agriculture  business  entirely,  having  not 
made  their  financial  goals.  Bob  cited  such  factors  as 
restrictive  and  unsupportive  state  and  local  regula- 
tions; the  drop  in  business  after  the  summer;  and  the 
general  state  of  the  economy.  The  Kellys  thank  their 
customers  and  friends  at  the  Farmer's  Market  during 
these  past  two  years. — SG 

Building  sold.  Tom  and  James  Torrico,  doing  business 
as  Tomcat  L.L.C.  of  Mount  Washington,  have  pur- 
chased the  building  next  to  the  Pine  Tree  Restaurant 
on  Route  7  near  Kellogg  Rd.  for  their  electrical  ser- 
vices business.  The  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  had 
previously  rejected  a  retail  business  purchaser  for  the 
site.  (The  property  is  in  the  General  Business  District, 
and,  according  to  current  zoning  plans,  does  not  allow 
retail  businesses  except  those  that  manufacture  their 
goods  on-site.)  The  building  had  previously  been  used 
as  an  apartment  complex.  The  sellers  were  Margaret 
Candee  and  John  Delmolino,  Jr. — SG 

Broadband  update.  Cable  modem  service  is  now 
available  in  parts  of  Sheffield,  according  to  Mary 


SHEFFIELD  FRIENDLY  UNION 

Piano  wanted!  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  is  hoping 
to  acquire  a  small  concert  grand  in  good  condi- 
tion to  be  used  for  concerts  by  professional 
musicians.  If  you  have  one,  or  know  of  one  that 
needs  a  good  home,  please  call  Marcia  Friedman 
at  413-229-3452. 


Sevey,  Adelphia's  general  manager  for  the  region,  and 
should  be  available  throughout  town  by  mid-January. 
Customers  are  being  notified  as  service  becomes 
available.  Broadband  access  has  been  identified  as  one  of 
the  keys  to  Sheffield's  future  economic  development  in 
the  Sheffield  Master  Plan  process  (see  related  story  on 
page  12). — Andrea  Scott 

Potential  bank  merger.  Salisbury  Bancorp  (Salisbury 
Bank  &  Trust)  and  Canaan  National  Bank  announced 
an  agreement  to  merge,  with  the  former  as  the  successor 
entity.  Legal  approval  is  expected  in  the  third  quarter  of 
2004-  January's  Berkshire  Trade  and  Commerce  newspa- 
per quoted  John  Perotti,  president  and  CEO  of  Salisbury 
Bancorp,  as  saying  they  are  "planning  to  expand  in 
Berkshire  County  and  are  exploring  options  in  Sheffield 
and  Great  Barrington."  Dana  Bartholomew,  board 
member  of  Canaan  National  Bank,  confirmed  that 
Canaan  National  Bank  has  leased  space  on  the  Sheffield 
Green  in  part  of  the  old  Gilligan  properties  formerly 
used  by  Banknorth. — SG 

Local  marketplace  news.  The  Saturday  Market  at 
Dewey  Memorial  Hall  will  be  closed  until  March.  Barb's 
Bakery  will  host  a  market  at  the  American  Legion  Hall 
on  Saturday  during  January  and  February  from  noon  to 
4:30pm  (see  story  on  page  21). — SG 

Send  items  for  Business  Briefs  to  Sharon  Gregory  at  the 
Sheffield  Times,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  or 
e-mail  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


GHISIGN 


•  CUSTOM  SIGNS 

•  VEHICLE  LETTERING 

•  HOUSE  SIGNS 

•  MAGNETIC  SIGNS 

•  WINDOW  GRAPHICS 

•  DIGITAL  PRINTING 


•  CARVED  SIGNS 

•  BANNERS 

•  ILLUMINATED  SIGNS 

•  VINYL  LETTERS 

•  SERVICE 

•  INSTALLATION 


Get  all  of  your  quality  signage  from  the  award  winning  professionals 


Canaan,  Ct. 
ghisign.com 


800  927-7446 


Berkshire  Country  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  •  S.  Egremont,  MA  01 258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mail  ext.  1 5 
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NEW  RESEARCH  ADDS  TO  ASHLEY  HOUSE  HISTORY 


On  Cooper  Hill  Road  in  Ashley 
Falls,  stands  a  modest-looking 
Colonial  house,  its  appearance 
belying  the  history  contained  inside. 
Built  in  1735  for  John  and  Hannah 
Ashley  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Housatonic  River,  it  was  once  a 
center  of  economic  and  political 
power  in  Sheffield.  In  1930,  it  was 
moved  to  its  current  location. 

Col.  John  Ashley  was  the 
wealthiest  and  perhaps  most  influen' 
tial  man  of  his  time  in  Sheffield.  He 
was  a  lawyer,  businessman,  politi- 
cian, and  a  leader  in  drafting  the 
Sheffield  Resolves  of  1773,  a  docu- 
ment very  similar  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Ashley  owned 
several  slaves,  one  of  whom,  Eliza- 
beth "Mumbet"  Freeman,  success- 
fully sued  for  her  own  freedom  in 
1781,  helping  to  pave  the  way  to  the 
emancipation  of  all  slaves  in  Massa- 
chusetts. At  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1802,  Colonel  Ashley  owned  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  farm  and  wood- 
lands, several  houses  and  mills,  and  a 
general  store.  His  mills  were  at  the 
Ashley  Falls  of  the  Konkapot  River. 
The  post  office  was  established  in 
1849.  This  section  was  probably 
always  known  informally,  at  least,  as 
Ashley's  Falls. 

Today,  little  is  left  of  this  empire, 
but  the  history  is  presented  to 
visitors  to  the  Colonel  John  Ashley 
House,  a  historic  house  museum 


owned  by  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions. The  Trustees  is  a  member- 
supported,  nonprofit,  tax-exempt, 
charitable  organization  that  pre- 
serves, for  public  use  and  enjoyment, 
properties  of  exceptional  scenic, 
historic,  and  ecological  value  in 
Massachusetts  and  protects  special 
places  across  the  state.  T1  e  Trustees 
have  protected  over  35,000  acres  of 
land  in  addition  to  a  range  of  his- 
toric structures. 

The  study  of  history  is  not  static, 
and  The  Trustees'  staff  decided  that 
more  in-depth  study  of  the  Ashley 
family  would  improve  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  house.  So,  with  a  grant 
from  the  Bay  State  Historical  League 
and  the  Massachusetts  Humanities 
Foundation,  The  Trustees  hired 
historian  Myron  O.  Stachiw. 
Stachiw,  a  historian  who  worked  at 
Old  Sturbridge  Village  for  many 
years,  took  on  the  task  of  sifting 
through  real  estate  records,  tax 
records,  and  account  books  for  data 
about  the  Ashley  family's  economic, 
civic  and  political  life. 

All  of  the  records  were  useful  in 
understanding  life  in  18th  century 
Massachusetts,  but  the  account 
books  were  perhaps  the  most  inter- 
esting to  read.  According  to 
Stachiw,  "They  provide  an  extraor- 
dinary picture  of  the  material  and 
social  world  of  the  Ashleys  and  their 
neighbors  in  Sheffield."  Many  of  the 


surviving  ledgers  and  daybooks  from 
the  1760s  to  the  1840s  are  owned  by 
J.C.  Hurlburt  of  Lancaster,  PA,  who 
loaned  them  to  The  Trustees. 
Hurlburt  is  the  descendent  of  the 
Hurlburt  family  that  acquired  and 
occupied  the  William  Ashley  House 
in  Ashley  Falls  in  the  late  19th 
century.  When  that  family  sold  the 
property  in  the  20th  century,  they 
took  the  Ashley  account  books  with 
them,  preserving  them  to  this  day. 

The  surviving  books  represent 
only  a  fraction  of  the  volumes  used 
by  four  generations  of  Ashleys  to 
record  their  financial  affairs.  The 
quality  of  the  records  varies,  from 
haphazard  memoranda  about  labor- 
ers and  work  to  be  done,  to  sophisti- 
cated bookkeeping  procedures  that 
include  daybooks  and  a  series  of 
ledgers  with  coded  entries  for 
purchases  in  the  store.  And  entries 
in  1771-1773  helped  confirm  the 
construction  date  of  the  house  of 
General  John  Ashley  (the  Colonel's 
son)  at  the  intersection  of  Rannapo 
and  Cooper  Hill  Roads  which  has 
been  carefully  restored  by  the 
Casdin  family. 
The  rise  and  fall  of  the  Ashleys 

As  the  records  document,  by  the 
late  18th  century,  the  Ashley  family 
in  Sheffield  dominated  the  town's 
social,  civic,  political,  and  economic 
life.  Col.  Ashley,  the  reigning 
patriarch  of  the  clan,  had  been  the 
leading  taxpayer  in  the  community 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  By  the 
1760s,  probably  his  most  prosperous 
decade,  it  appears  that  he  was 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 

CAPITAL  CORPORATION 


JESSICA       KRUPSKI 

COMPETITIVE  RATE  MORTGAGES 

***   NO  INCOME  VERIFICATION  AND   *** 
***   QUESTIONABLE  CREDIT  LOANS    *** 


*** 


AVAILABLE 


*** 


RELIABILITY  FROM  APPLICATION  TO  CLOSING 
(413)  229-9908  (800)  320-2204 


Barry  Haw  ley 
Interior  Designer 


a/l^arlandtSofi/ 

Qjecolafing  fAe  ^Be^AiieA  f&l  -ICO  ueat&J 


75  Main  Street 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 

info@ecaligari.com 


1-800-698-0030 

(413)  528-0030 

Fax  (413)  528-4885 


Paint,  Wallcoverings,  Carpet,  Ceramic,  Floor  Coverings, 
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operating  a  store,  sawmill,  gristmill, 
potash  works,  cider  mill,  tanneries, 
and  ironworks  and  iron  mines. 
Other  ventures  included  a  plaster 
mill,  a  nail  factory,  and  a  carding 
mill  to  prepare  wool  for  spinning 
and  weaving.  By  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1802,  he  owned  more  than 
3,000  acres  with  16  dwelling  houses. 
Ashley's  lands  produced  large 
quantities  of  hay,  corn,  rye,  oats, 
flax,  fruit  for  cider,  wheat,  and 
tobacco.  The  extensive  meadows 
provided  forage  for  herds  of  cattle 
and  sheep.  His  woodlands  yielded 
charcoal  for  the  ironworks. 

John  Ashley  was  a  leader  in  the 
local  militia,  ending  his  active  career 
by  the  1760s  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  Col.  John  and  Hannah 
Ashley  had  four  children:  John,  born 
in  1736;  Jane,  in  1738;  Mary,  1740; 
and  Hannah,  1744. 

Col.  Ashley  played  an  important 
role  in  the  Revolutionary  and  post- 
Revolutionary  history  of  the  region. 
In  January  1773,  Ashley  was  one  of 
the  authors  of  the  Sheffield  Re- 
solves, a  series  of  resolutions  pro- 
claiming the  rights  of  Englishmen  in 
relation  to  the  English  Crown.  The 
Resolves  were  a  statement  of  the 
rights  Americans  had  and  grievances 
under  which  they  labored,  including 
the  familiar  revolutionary-era  cry: 
"Taxation  without  representation!" 

The  Ashleys  were  among  the 
main  participants  in  a  drama  that 
contributed  to  the  end  of  slavery  in 
Massachusetts.  Col.  Ashley  owned 
African  men,  women,  and  children 
as  slaves,  who  labored  in  his  house- 
hold as  servants  and  on  his  farms 
and  in  his  mills.  The  1771  Massa- 
chusetts Tax  Valuation  listed  five 
slaves  in  the  Ashley  household.  At 
that  time  14  households  in  Sheffield 
owned  slaves. 

In  1781,  one  of  the  slaves,  a 
woman  known  as  Mumbet  who  had 
been  purchased  from  Mrs.  Ashley's 
family  in  Claverack,  NY,  was  upset 
with  what  she  felt  was  unnecessary 
violence  and  the  unfairness  of 
human  bondage.  She,  together  with 
another  slave  named  Brom,  brought 
suit  against  Col.  Ashley  in  the 
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Visitors  are  welcome 
at  the  historic 
Colonel  John 
Ashley  House  off 
Cooper  Hill  Road  in 
Sheffield.  The 
house ,  pictured  here 
circa  1925,  and 
surrounding 
property  is  owned 
and  operated  by 
The  Trustees  of 
Reservation's. 
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County  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
Represented  by  Col.  Ashley's  friend 
and  colleague,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Mumbet  and  Brom  won  their 
freedom  when  the  jury  found  that 
they  were  freemen  illegally  detained 
in  servitude  by  the  Ashleys.  Col. 
Ashley  was  required  to  pay  back 
wages,  and  Mumbet,  taking  the 
name  Elizabeth  Freeman,  worked  for 
the  Sedgwick  family  in  Stockbridge 
for  many  years.  She  died  in  1829. 
(What  Col.  Ashley  thought  of  the 
verdict  isn't  known.  He  dropped  an 
appeal  of  the  verdict.  But  he  did 
own  slaves  for  many  years,  and  only 
freed  them  after  losing  this  case.) 

The  case  was  one  of  several  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  early  1780s 
brought  by  slaves  and  challenging 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Eventually  the 
cumulative  effect  of  these  cases  was 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Massachu- 
setts by  1783. 

Visitors  to  the  Ashley  House  can 
see  evidence  of  several  renovations. 
After  his  children  married  and  left 
the  house,  Col.  Ashley  improved  the 
interior  of  the  house  during  the 
1760s  or  early  1770s,  installing 
elaborate  paneling  and  a  fireplace  in 
the  study,  plastering  ceilings,  and  re- 
trimming  the  exterior.  The  kitchen 
at  this  time  was  still  in  what  is  now 
the  southwest  parlor.  The  rooms  at 
the  rear  of  the  house  (the  present 
kitchen,  pantry  and  southeast 
bedroom)  were  unheated  and  in  a 
different  configuration. 

In  1790,  Hannah  Ashley  passed 


away  in  her  78th  year.  Col.  John 
Ashley  remained  alone  in  his  house 
with  three  elderly  African  men — 
former  slaves,  now  servants — who 
remained  after  the  1781  lawsuit. 
Joining  him  in  the  house  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  decade  and  until 
his  death  in  1802  as  a  housekeeper, 
nurse,  and  companion  was  a  widow, 
Mrs.  Jane  Steel. 

In  November  1799,  the  heir- 
apparent  to  the  Ashley  wealth  and 
status,  Gen.  John  Ashley,  died 
unexpectedly.  This  divided  the 
holdings  prematurely  and  diluted  the 
wealth  of  the  family.  By  1838  both 
the  Col.  Ashley  House  and  Gen. 
Ashley  House  and  most  of  the  lands 
once  held  by  Col.  John  Ashley  had 
been  sold  out  of  the  family.  A 
grandson,  William  Ashley,  retained 
control  of  the  mills,  store,  and 
ironworks  until  his  death  in  1849, 
but  did  little  to  expand  and  pass  on 
the  Ashley  wealth.  With  his  demise, 
the  Ashley  presence  in  Sheffield 
largely  disappeared. 

Stachiw's  research  answers  many 
questions,  but  raises  others:  How 
could  such  wealth  and  prominence 
be  lost?  What  was  the  lasting  impact 
of  the  Ashleys  on  the  town?  Visitors 
are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Ashley 
House  (opening  Memorial  Day 
weekend)  to  learn  how  history 
continues  to  evolve.  You  can  find 
out  more  at  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions' website  at  www.thetrustees.org 

— Will  Garrison, 

Historic  Resources  Manager  for  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations 
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October 

1  Leroy  Riva  to  Leksandr  V.  and  Tetyana  I.  Chernysh, 


property  at  Bunce  Rd,  $35,000 

6  Michael  Borruso  to  George  S.  and  Stacy  Price, 
property  at  County  Rd,  $1 50,000. 

8  Southern  Berkshire  Development  Partnership  to 
James  D.  Waldman  and  Sarah  E.  Williams,  property 
at  Bow  Wow  Rd,  $140,000. 

14  Jean  H.  and  Lynette  G.  Faucher  to  Daniel  Ray 
Hurder-Faucher  and  Valeri  K.  Chapman,  property 
at  1611  Hewins  St,  $88,000. 

17  Michael  D.  Cosby  to  MCMOCOS,  LLC,  property  at 
103  S.  Undermountain  Rd,  $1. 

1 7  Henry  and  Martha  Eggenberger  to  Michal  Yan 
Capretz  and  Sarah  M.  Stangle,  property  at  Brewer 
Hill  Rd,  Towns  of  Sheffield  and  New  Marlborough, 
$50,000. 

17  Barbara  and  James  Lamanno  to  Scott  I.  McCormick 
and  Joseph  F.  Lis,  property  at  70  Kellogg  Rd, 
$135,000. 

20  Marilyn  J.  Brooks  to  Louis  J.  Fox,  property  at  178 
Boardman  St,  $600,000. 

21  Duane  E.  Moulton,  Sr.,  to  Daniel  Lowe,  property  at 
Bears  Den  Rd,  $92,500. 

23  Diane  Wendy  to  Alison  Boykoff ,  property  at  354  S. 
Main  St,  $175,000. 

23  James  D.  Waldman  and  Sarah  E.  Williams  to  Patrick 
Owen  Burns  and  Barbara  van  Riper  Burns,  property 
at  Bow  Wow  Rd,  $16,875. 

24  Katherine  and  Michael  A.  Van  HimBergen  to  Jill 
Resnick  and  Jean-Pierre  Linder,  property  at  969 
Silver  St,  $710,000. 

24  Mary  E.  Thiesen  to  Raymond  J.  Thiesen,  property 
at  232  Salisbury  Rd,  Transfer. 

27  Andrew  Cader  and  Deborah  Reich  to  Deborah  A. 
Reich,  property  at  1666  Boardman  St.  and  other 
parcels,  Transfer. 

27  Naomi  Gross  to  Kenneth  Safian,  property  at  County 
Rd,  Transfer. 

28  Andrew  Shapiro  to  Andrew  Shapiro  and  Anne  Lee 
Dycus  Shapiro,  property  at  Silver  St,  Transfer. 


Real-estate  transfers 

29  Lisa  M.  Ackerman  to  Lisa  M.  and  Thomas  Ackerman, 
property  at  513  Polikoff  Rd,  Less  than  $100. 

29  Matthew  G.  Donald  to  Anne  E.  Dunn,  property  at 
241  E.  Main  St,  $265,000. 

29  Barbara  £.  Delmolino,  Trustee  and  Leno  Delmolino 
to  Jeffrey  S.  and  Angel  Rote,  property  at  Sheffield- 
Egremont  Rd,  $120,000. 

29  Jeffrey  A.  and  Louise  P.  Davis  to  Donald  R.  Roeder, 
proerty  at  680  Clayton  Rd,  $236,000. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

January 

8  Finance  Committeemeeting,  6pm 
School  Committee  meeting,  7pm 
15  Finance  Committee  meeting,  7pm 

(withrepresentatives  of  the  five  member 
town  select  boards  and  finance  committees) 
22  School  Committee  meeting,  7pm. 
February 

5  School  Committee  meeting,  7pm 
(tentative  adoption  of  the  FY'05  budget) 
26  Open  public  hearing  on  the  FY'05  operating 
and  capital  budgets.  School  Committee 
V  meeting  will  follow. 
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November 

3  Michele  V.  and  Michael  Brooks  to  Michele  V.  Brooks, 
property  at  1444  County  Rd,  Transfer. 

6  Miriam  Shanley  to  Joyce  Ann  Spencer  and  Joyce  A. 
Bassett,  property  at  328  Alum  Hill  Rd,  Transfer 

7  Gerald  P.  and  Veronica  S.  Papineau  to  Sherwin  and 
Joann  Gorenstein,  property  at  205  Root  Ln, 
$259,000. 

7  Harry  G.  Shulman  and  Mary  L  Haskins  to  Diana 
Blumenthal,  property  at  18  Bow  Wow  Rd,  $315,000. 

10  Evelyn  S.  Loewe  to  Mite  D.  Loewe,  property  at  275 
Berkshire  School  Rd,  $1 . 

17  Holly  G,  Coon  to  Nathan  M.  Coon,  property  at  East 
Rd,$1. 

17  Arish  Fyzee  and  Kenneth  Shearn  to  Martin  and  Faith 
Canellakis,  property  at  1044  County  Rd,  $392,500. 

19  Lillian  R.  Bragdon  to  Walter  J.  and  Sharon  R. 
Nourse,  property  at  1675  Home  Rd,  Transfer. 

20  James  Wilson  and  Barbara  R.  Kelly  to  Joanne 
Guerrini,  property  at  81  and  85  County  Rd, 
$550,000. 

20  Kingsley  and  Sarah  Rowe  Kelly  to  James  Wilson  and 
Barbara  Kelly,  property  at  1 899  County  Rd, 
$375,000. 

26  Weiss,  David  M.  to  Weiss,  David  M.  and  Jasmine, 
Barbara  J.,  property  at  Hickey  Hill  Rd,  Transfer. 

28  Atwood,  Wendy  J.  to  advocate  Michael  and  Wendy 
J.  Atwood  Advocate,  property  at  254  S. 
Undermountain  Rd  and  Berkshire  Lake  Estates, 
Transfer. 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

*  Indicates  appointment  needed. 
See  also  ongoing  listings  on  p.  27 

January 

*5  Footcare  Clinic,  9am 
19  Martin  Luther  King  Day:  Center  Closed 
February 
*4  Hearing  Clinic,  11am 
16  President's  Day:  Center  closed 


"\ 


calendar 


Page  numbers  are  given  after  an  event  if  it  is  written 

up  in  this  issue. 

January 

9  "What's  It"  Night,  Old  Parish  Church,  7:30pm  (p20) 
15   Children's  Cooking  Class,  Dewey  Hall,  4-6:30pm  (p3) 
15     MARTIN  LUTHER  KING,  JR.  BIRTHDAY 

18  Concert:  Wine  and  Opera  on  the  Old  Edison,  Old 

Parish  Church,  2pm  (p20) 

19  MARTIN  LUTHER  KING,  JR.  BIRTHDAY  OBSERVED 

19  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Event,  Library,  1pm  (p. 20) 

20  Cell  Tower  Hearing,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm  (pl9) 

22  Children's  Cooking  Class,  Dewey  Hall,  4-6:30pm  (p3) 
29  Children's  Cooking  Class,  Dewey  Hall,  4-6:30pm  (p3) 

February 

1  Real  Estate  Taxes  Due 

2  GROUNDHOG  DAY 

5  Children's  Cooking  Class,  Dewey  Hall,  4-6:30pm  (p3) 

12  LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY 

13  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEADLINE 

13  "Anciant  Cairns  of  the  Native  American 
Landscape,"  Old  Parish  Church,  7:30pm  (p20) 

14  VALENTINE'S  DAY 

14  Kiwanis  Raffle  Drawing  (p22) 

15  Concert:  Wine,  Chocolate  and  Old  Love  Songs  with 

Your  Valentine,  Old  Parish  Church,  2pm  (p20) 
18  "Kids  Crazy  for  Quilting"  workshop,  Library,  10am- 
3pm  (p20) 

21  "Our  Water:  A  Precious  Resource"  lecture  and  tea, 

Dewey  Hall,  2pm  (p21) 

22  WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY 
29   LEAP  DAY 

March 

2     PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARY 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 
(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly 
basis  are  noted  by  number  -  i.e.  "15t",  "3rd  "  indicates 
meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month. 
*  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 
Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

(p3) 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Tuesdays: 
Council  on  Aging,   Dewey  Hall,  9am,  3rd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 
Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8:30pm 
Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

6:30pm,  2nd 
National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group, 

Fairview  Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 
Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,   7pm,  1st,  3rd 
Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall, 

7:30pm,  last 
Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Wednesdays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7:30am  -  12:30pm 

Thursdays: 
Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am-12pm 
Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Grace  BibleChurch,  9:30-1 1:30 
*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am- 

12pm,  2nd 
Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Saturdays: 
Baked  Goods  &  More,  American  Legion  Hall,  12-4: 30pm 

(P21) 
Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 


- 

SEE  ALSO: 

Churches  &  Services, 

Committee,  p.  26  ♦ 

■■ 

p. 9  ♦  School 
Senior  Center, 

P- 
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PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  TimeA  Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductible  donation  of 
Name  


_,  made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund 
P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.         □  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times. 

□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  receive  a  copy 

by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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Berkshire  School  Rink 

Sunday  evenings 

December  through  February 

7:00  PM  to  9:00  PM 

ooi  is  aaain  orovldino  free 
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HEFF1ELP  TQWH  RESIDENTS  0MLY*  (Bring  proof  of  Residency) 
Children  under  14  years  of  age  must  be  accompanied  by  a  parent. 
Skaters  must  be  under  control  at  all  times.  No  Horseplaylng. 
No  Hockey  Playing.  No  Hockey  Sticks,  Pucks,  etc. 

No  Speed  Skating. 

Skaters  shall  be  courteous  to  other  skaters  and  give  a  wide  berth 
to  young  children  and  beginner  skaters. 
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Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339, 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


